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Dear Parents 
and Prospective Students

 

We hope the information in this Prospectus will give you a flavour of our school. We are very proud 
of our achievements and facilities and believe we offer an exciting educational experience for all 
students from 11 to 18.

Opportunities for success abound at John Kyrle, not least through our extensive extra-curricular 
programme. We pride ourselves on our achievement culture and successes are always celebrated.   
We ask individual students to aim for their personal best in the classroom, music studio, drama 
theatre, on the sports field or wherever their talents emerge.

I want our students to be happy, healthy, to make new friends and to succeed. It is my role as 
Headteacher to ensure this. As parents, you can be assured that we will care for your child and 
nurture individual talents.

You have an open invitation 
to visit us at any time to see the school for yourselves.

Nigel Griffiths
Headteacher 

‘John Kyrle High is an outstanding school and Sixth Form Centre.  
It is a vibrant and dynamic school.’ Ofsted

Mission 
Statement
W e will:

Realise the potential of every student through an innovative curriculum that broadens the mind 
and challenges the intellect.

Raise standards of achievement in English, Maths,  the Sciences, Design Technology, Modern 
Foreign Languages, the Humanities,  the Arts and Applied Learning for all students across the 
ability range.

Improve whole-school performance through enhanced use of technology: a technological 
culture will pervade throughout the organisation.

Provide young people with the skills needed to progress to employment, further training or 
university entrance according to their individual abilities, aptitudes and ambitions.

Promote an educational culture which is scienti�c, creative, enterprising and sustainable.

Develop intellectual, aesthetic and critical faculties in students, allied to strong ethical principles.

Promote social, moral, spiritual and cultural awareness to prepare students for adulthood. 

Our school motto:

‘Carpe Diem’ 

The mission of John Kyrle High School is to develop as 
a centre of technological excellence in Herefordshire, 
embodying the best features of enterprise and 
sustainability. We aim to attract and educate young 
people and equip them with the intellectual and 
technological skills to prosper as responsible citizens 
in the 21st Century.

‘The active involvement of the sta�, governors, parents and students 
in all aspects of the life and work of the school is exemplary.’ Ofsted
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Technology 
College

Design Technology:

Science:

Maths:

Recent years have witnessed a significant increase in the numbers of students opting to study Biology, 
Chemistry, Geology and Physics at A-level. This success may be attributed to a combination of 
excellent teaching, superb facilities and committed students.  Recent additions to our 11 room strong 
Science suite include data logging and dedicated computer research laboratories.

The Maths department provides intellectual challenge for students of all abilities.  
At the forefront of national developments in the teaching of Maths, the 
department has also witnessed a significant increase in applicants for A-level 
courses in recent years.

Student projects, including supporting folder work and finished products, are of the highest 
standard. Research, development and critical evaluation are the bedrock of a department which has 
produced consistently high examination results at BTEC, GCSE and A-level.

The Design Technology department is inspirational in its pursuit of excellence.

Continuing investment has resulted in modern workshops equipped with the latest machinery for 
design and manufacture. In addition to traditional graphical skills, students are taught to embrace 
CAD-CAM, including state-of-the-art laser technology.

John Kyrle High School 

‘The staff’s knowledge of the students and familiarity 
with their progress is very evident.’ Ofsted 

´The school’s triple specialist status ... has had an extremely positive impact 

on the opportunities available to all students.´ Ofsted 

´Both parents and students commented on the many fine and 
enthusiastic teachers at the school.´ Ofsted 



Modern 
Foreign Languages

Applied Learning
Whatever career students pursue in their adult lives, they will need to apply their learning in a 
vocational context, whether as a vet, a dentist, an engineer, a teacher, a plumber, a hairdresser or a 
marketing executive. Our aim is to provide students with applied learning opportunities so that the 
transition to adult life is relevant and challenging.

In addition to the applied learning opportunities available in school and local colleges, we promote 
work experience opportunities for students locally, across the UK and further afield.

Students make an excellent contribution 
to the community. - Ofsted

At John Kyrle, our pursuit of intellectual excellence and rigour has led us to adopt an additional 
specialism in Modern Foreign Languages. Our principal languages are French, German and Spanish 
but we also cater for students who wish to study other languages to examination level.

We stress the importance of John Kyrle students becoming global citizens and believe that every 
student, whatever his or her ability, should have the opportunity to study one or more Modern 
Foreign Languages. Our objective is to provide a stimulating learning environment with an emphasis 
on speaking. We have links with French and German schools through the Ross Twinning 
Association.
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‘The school’s specialist focus areas ensure that all students are 
well prepared for their future economic wellbeing.’ Ofsted

‘Students make an excellent contribution 
to the community.’ Ofsted

´Teaching and learning are outstanding. Teachers, all specialists in their 
subjects, are well respected, encourage students to take responsibility for 
their learning and promote their independent research skills.´ Ofsted



Art, ceramics, pottery and sculpture are taught in a £1 million Arts Centre opened by 
the school’s patron, General Sir Peter de la Billière.  BTEC, GCSE and A-level courses 
challenge students’ creative and aesthetic talents and there are significant community 
links through projects and competitions.
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Visual Arts

´The school provides an excellent curriculum, which 
is broad, balanced and innovative.´ Ofsted



Performing Arts
Music and drama feature prominently in our annual calendar of events.

A purpose-built Drama Studio and a new Music Technology Suite, with recording facilities and 
practice rooms, have helped to stimulate a thriving Performing Arts tradition at John Kyrle, 
contributing to our ongoing ‘Artsmark Gold’ status.

The annual ‘John Kyrle’s Got Talent’ competition and school productions have uncovered many new 
stars in music, drama and dance!

John Kyrle High School 

‘Opportunities exist for students of all ages to participate 
in Music and Drama.’  Ofsted 



´The students’ personal development and wellbeing, and their care, guidance and support, 
are outstanding.  Students are very positive about their experiences in the school.  They are 
extremely polite, friendly and have very positive attitudes to their learning.  Behaviour in 
lessons and around the school is exemplary.´ Ofsted

Pastoral Care

Keeping young people safe and helping them feel secure underpins the 
ethos of the school.

Building confidence and recognising individual gifts and talents form the keystones 
of our approach to education.

Our programme of Personal, Social and Health Education is designed to promote healthy and 
responsible citizens of the future. The school has been granted the ‘Healthy School’ Award.
Tolerance, fairness and equality are, we believe, hallmarks of a caring school community which puts 
the interests of students first.

Academic excellence and a thriving community spirit complete the John Kyrle experience for a 
majority of our own students as well as a significant number of entrants from 11-16 schools in 
Gloucestershire and Herefordshire. A large proportion of Sixth Form students progress to universities 
and further education.

John Kyrle’s Sixth Form Centre is the jewel in our crown. 

Our pastoral care systems seek to provide stability and a sense of community for all students.
We believe in firm discipline, good behaviour and adherence to our dress code.

Our School Council is democratic, energetic and influential. Many of our recent improvements in 
facilities and resources have been as a result of active student voice.

and Sixth Form

‘Parents praise the school very highly, as do students who are proud 
to be part of the caring and learning community.’ Ofsted 

´There is exceptional care, guidance and support available to 
every student.´ Rashida Sharif - Ofsted Inspector

´Provision in the sixth form is outstanding.´ Ofsted
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Sport is high on the list of our priorities for excellence. Team 
games provide opportunities for students to develop skills of 
co-operation, through competition.

We seek to enable all pupils and students to become 
independently active and proficient in a range of sports and 
physical activities.

‘Students have an excellent understanding of how to lead 
healthier lives and their participation levels in physical education 
and a wide range of sports activities are high.’ Ofsted

John Kyrle High School 
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Extra
Students from Year 10 onwards are encouraged to engage in activities leading to Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards.

Other extra-curricular activities include a variety of sports, music and creative arts.

Many John Kyrle students are also members of local sports teams, Armed Services cadet 
forces and other clubs and societies, including Ross Twinning Association. 

‘We actively encourage students to participate in extra-curricular events ranging 
from art, music and chess clubs to rowing, canoeing, fitness training, skiing and 
sport at all levels.’ Nigel Griffiths - Headteacher



International  
Dimension
As part of our commitment to raising awareness of global issues, 
including international relations, we organise a significant 
number of field trips, visits and exchanges each school year.  We 
believe such experiences not only support learning in the 
classroom but prepare students for their role as global citizens in 
a rapidly-changing world.

Younger students have the opportunity to visit many of our EU 
neighbours, while older students take part in trips to South 
Africa, Canada and the USA.  Many Sixth Form students visit our 
partner school, Kisiki College in Namutumba province, Uganda, 
with whom we have strong cultural links.

John Kyrle High School 

‘All students’ learning is enriched by a particularly wide 
range of extra-curricular activities, excellent links with 
colleges and partner schools, and visits to other countries, 
for example, Uganda.’ Ofsted
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