
Jo
hn

 K
yr

le
 H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
 &

 S
ix

th
 F

or
m

 C
en

tr
e

Jo
hn

 K
yr

le
 H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
 &

 S
ix

th
 F

or
m

 C
en

tr
e

“A
 s

pe
ci

al
is

t T
ec

hn
ol

og
y,

 M
od

er
n 

Fo
re

ig
n 

La
ng

ua
ge

s &
 L

ea
rn

in
g 

Co
ll

eg
e”

H
ea

dt
ea

ch
er

: N
ig

el
 G

ri�
th

s B
A 

(H
on

s)
, N

at
io

na
l L

ea
de

r o
f E

du
ca

tio
n,

 F
RS

A

Autumn 2017

Toronto, Canada, was the venue for John Kyrle’s sixth biennial 
sports tour. A party of 55 students, supported by �ve members 
of sta�, enjoyed �xtures in both rugby and netball.
The matches against local clubs were all played in very warm conditions. John Kyrle students 
looked professional in their kit. This was all kindly sponsored by local company, ‘Dawleys’.

The boys fought hard to win their rugby match against Oakville Crusaders. The Crusaders are one 
of Ontario’s strongest sides. John Kyrle's victory came despite going down a converted try in the 
�rst few minutes. There was excellent defensive work by player of the match, Ollie Cross. This, and 
good teamwork, ensured the physical and skilful home side could not get a foothold in the game. 
John Kyrle ran out deserved winners.

The girls faced tough opposition against the experienced Aktev Conquerors. The Conquerors
currently play in the Canadian adult netball league. John Kyrle lost the �rst game by only three 
goals.T
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Continued on page 4
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Following A-level successes, most students will be studying at universities and colleges across the country. 
Others will move into employment and apprenticeships. We wish them every success and hope they keep in 
touch with us – especially if they become very rich. Or famous. Famous is good, as I can have my photo taken 
with them! Then put it in the paper, on our website and Twitter page!

Our Year 11 students also matched excellent past performances. They faced new examinations in 
mathematics and English. These subjects have grades at 1-9 as opposed to the traditional A*-C grades with 
which we are all familiar. Students’ attainment at grade 4/C+ and grade 7/A*-A surpassed local and national 
averages. Our students continue to achieve well and make good progress.

Welcome to this �rst edition of Prospect for the academic year 2017-2018.

Term has, once again, begun very well. Thank you all for your support in this. I would like to commend my 
sta� for their ongoing enthusiasm and commitment. (They can all have a rest at Christmas!)

We shared this summer’s examination success with current Years 
11 and 13. The aim is for them to surpass the �rst-class results we 
achieved. Students who completed Year 13 equalled the 
outcomes of those in previous years. They gained over 60% A*-B 
grades. This was despite far more challenging examinations. 
Outcomes did not, for the �rst time, include AS results gained in 
Year 12. We remain the pre-eminent provider of post-16 
education in the wider region.

John Kyrle High School & Sixth Form Centre (Exempt Charitable Trust). Registered O�ce: Ledbury Road, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7ET
Registered in England and Wales. Company Number: 7465249



Ledbury Rd, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7ET
Tel: (01989) 764358 | Fax: (01989) 565766

Email: admin@jkhs.org.uk | www.jkhs.org.uk

3 www.jkhs.org.uk

The examination system will develop further over the next few years. There will be new courses and all GCSE 
subjects will be using number grades. You can feel con�dent that my sta� will support students and 
yourselves throughout. We will maintain our high standards.

Examination performance does, of course, partly de�nes our success. Yet the school is far more than this. You 
can see evidence of this in Prospect. We always look to provide a wide range of opportunities for students. 
These include extra-curricular activities. I am forever grateful to my sta� for o�ering these experiences. Local 
community groups also provide opportunities for young people. They do a great job and deserve 
commendation.

By the time you receive this edition of Prospect we will have celebrated our annual prize giving. This is when 
we celebrate the successes of students in all year groups across a host of activities. Our guest of honour will 
be former student, Ben Ray. Ben left us in 2013 to study History at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford University. He 
is currently pursuing a career in the heritage sector.

This year’s Pride of John Kyrle Award is in memory of our former head of history, Sue Vinall, who passed away 
in the summer. She was an inspiration to us all and will remain forever in our memories. Sue’s husband Brent, 
who many of you will know as our former deputy headteacher, will be with us to collect the award. Brent and 
Sue's children, Stephanie and Jamie, were both former students at John Kyrle. Stephanie will also be with us 
on the evening.

In our recent independently-administered survey, pupils were asked for their views on the school. They gave 
a very high overall performance score. Students gave particular signi�cance to the positive ways we develop 
‘Community Spirit’. I am very proud of this and feel it is underpinned by our strong, friendly culture. Also, we 
maintain relationships with valued former students and sta�. I am delighted with the positive feedback I 
receive from new members of our community.

I look forward to meeting many of you at events during this term. If you want to share any thoughts at other 
times, please contact me.

Nigel Gri�ths
Headteacher

Headteacher: Nigel Gri�ths BA (Hons), FRSA,
National Leader of Education

John Kyrle High School & Sixth Form Centre (Exempt Charitable Trust). Registered O�ce: Ledbury Road, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7ET
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In the second game they were beaten by a team including a 
Canadian under-19 player. A close third game saw John 
Kyrle take an early lead. Jasmine Gibbons and Jenny Bell, 
showed real determination and skill for John Kyrle. They 
were the players of the match. Another close game saw the 
home team claim victory by the narrowest of margins.

The touring party also visited iconic sights. These included the CN Tower and the Rogers Stadium which is home to the Toronto Blue Jays 
baseball team. Students took a journey behind Niagara Falls and rode on the Hornblower Cruise boat enabling them to feel the full force of the 
Falls. They also visited a 4D cinema to learn how the Falls originated. Students enjoyed sampling a host of Canadian food. They also enjoyed 
some retail therapy in the shopping malls. They stroked stingrays and sharks at the Ripley’s Aquarium. They then went on to test their nerve on 
the exhilarating rides and waterpark at Canada’s Wonderland.

Tour party leader, Claire Godwin, praised the students' impeccable conduct. They were a credit to the school and their families.
Thanks must also go to ‘Dawleys’, ‘FAB recycling’, ‘Westons’ and ’Ross Lions’ for their generosity. They provided playing and social kit for the 
students and sports equipment for our Canadian opposition.

Continued from front page
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Mr Jordan has taught technology at John 
Kyrle since 2001. Mrs Jordan was also a 
teaching assistant at the school for several 
years. Mr Jordan taught Her Majesty the 
Queen on her visit to the school in 2003. He 
also coached badminton very successfully 
and coached Mr Gri�ths at squash very 
unsuccessfully!

In January 2018 Mr and Mrs Jordan will be 
relocating to Marsabit in Northern Kenya. They will 
be working as part of a Christian charity and 
mission organisation with Mr Jordan supporting 
trainee pastors in local churches. Mrs Jordan will 
teach religious education in local schools.

Mr Jordan found teaching at John Kyrle to be 
rewarding and enriching. He now feels equipped to 
return to Africa where he and Mrs Jordan spent 
several years before joining John Kyrle. He said...

My thanks to all senior managers, 
sta� and trustees who supported, 
helped and advised me along the 
way.
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The church in Marsabit

Could this be our new home 
Mrs Jordan?

New Adventures
F O R  M R  A N D  M R S  J O R D A N
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A N N U A L  E X H I B I T I O N

Our 2017 Art exhibition, of GCSE and 
A-level work was a vibrant array of 
painting, sculpture, ceramics, textiles and 
mixed-media work.

Art students continue to show their con�dence and ambition through 
their work, exploring a range of themes from fast food to politics, natural 
forms and portraiture.

Students were ambitious, producing high-quality work across the three 
disciplines. The department was �lled to the brim with artwork and 
students are to be congratulated on producing a display which fully 
re�ected their hard work and dedication.
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The Summer Exhibition of AS and 
A-level Textiles coursework 
demonstrated students’ exciting, 
personalised project ideas and 
wide-ranging, high-level skills.

Students explored themes such as 
identity, opulence in society, climate 
change, current a�airs and politics to 
even exploring ideas about the 
physiological reactions to hormones.

The work displayed showed a variety of 
skills, including the more traditional 
decorative methods such as applique, 
hand embroidery and block printing. 
Modern methods such as digital 
printing, projection, thermoplastic 
setting and fusing were also utilised to 
create exciting pieces. Outcomes took 
the form of garments, headpieces, 
banners, sculptures and installations. 

A great selection of work 
demonstrating much commitment and 
talent. 

Well done to all!
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A N N U A L
S P O R T S  D A Y
J U L Y  2 0 1 7

The inter-tutor group prizes 
were won as follows:
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10

7R
8J
9N
10Y

-
-
-
-

The Victrix Ludorum went to:
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10

Evie Austin-Matthews
Imy Seal
Katrina Bennett
Ella Jones

-
-
-
-

The Victor Ludorum went to:
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10

Noah O’Neill
Joe Flannery
Joe Thomas
Ryan-Luke Davies

-
-
-
-

John Kyrle High School held its 38th Annual Sports Day on Friday 
7th July. There were many fantastic performances during the day 
and all events were well supported by an appreciative crowd of 
students, sta� and parents.

Three longstanding school athletics records were broken this year:

Emily Jarvis broke the Year 9 shot put 
record of 8m 45cm, held by Caroline 
Hartland since 2008. Emily threw 9m 
2cm to claim the record.

Indiana Sharp threw 22m13cms to 
break Rachel Lea's Year 8 Javelin 
record of 20m 50cm that had stood 
since 2003.

Jake Ashley beat L. Lax's Year 7 800m 
record of 2mins 29s which has stood 
since 1990 by �nishing in 2mins 28.3s 
at the Minors county �nals.
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Girls’ Rugby
T H R I V I N G  A T  J K H S

After-school rugby for girls has really 
taken o� this year with the U13s 
loving the new challenges that 
contact rugby brings.

Numbers have steadily risen throughout the 
year in training sessions with Mrs Godwin and 
Patrick Hill, Herefordshire’s Rugby 
Development O�cer. Several matches were 
played against local schools which tested the 
girls’ newly-found skills and we were most 
fortunate to have some professional match 
photos taken by one of our parents from 
Dancing Green Photography.

This season we are looking forward to having 
Malcolm Hannaford, a Level 2 coach from Ross 
RFC, on board to assist with both the U13 and 
the U15 girls’ teams and hope that the 
standard of girls’ rugby at JKHS continues to 
rise.
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In July we went on the annual trip to 
Uganda to visit John Kyrle’s Link 
School, Kisiki College in Namutumba.

We �ew into Entebbe and experienced 
our �rst taste of the Ugandan tra�c 
around Kampala on route to Jinga. 

After driving through the Ugandan 
countryside and city streets, we were 
blown away by the amazing scenery 
and were shocked by the heat, dust 
and attention we were receiving. We 
were left completely speechless by the 
warm and outstanding welcome by 
Kisiki College. Nearly half the school 
had stayed behind to welcome us in a 
school assembly. 

We were greeted by Irene the 
Headteacher at Kisiki, and Deputy 
Headteacher, Hope – both of whom 
have previous visited John Kyrle. Irene 
showed us many of the developments 
that had taken place in Kisiki over the 
last year and shared with us the future 
plans for Kisiki’s continuing success. 

During our time at Kisiki, we taught 
lessons, had discussions with groups 
of sixth formers, visited pupils’ homes, 
had a sports day and painted a mural! 
We were also able to visit surrounding 
primary schools, and pass on 
donations and gifts from the link 
school in the UK. We visited the local 
health centre and distributed the nets 
which had been bought by the change 
collected from each tutor group and 
fundraising activities. 
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As well as visiting Kisiki, we 
went to the source of the 
Nile, White Water Rafting 
and went walking in the 
rainforest.  The �nal few 
days of our trip were spent 
on a spectacular safari 
where we were lucky 
enough to see a pride of 
lions up close, gira�es, 
hippos and herds of 
elephants. 

Our time in Uganda was 
eye-opening, emotional 
and has provided us all 
with memories that we will 
treasure forever. The bonds 
made between the group 
and with our friends out in 
Uganda will stand �rm, as 
we continue the link and 
raise funds for the 
development and support 
of Kisiki College.  

The 2017 
Uganda Group
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