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Summer 2018

Celebrating Special Links
This year we celebrate 25 years of friendship and 
partnership with Kisiki College, Namutumba. We 
believe this link to be one of the most enduring 
relationships between a British and Ugandan 
school. 

During early June, colleagues from Kisiki College visited us  
and joined in lessons, both at JKHS and our partner primary 
schools. In a lunchtime meeting for staff new to the school, 
Mr Griffiths, presented Mrs Irene Nairuba, Kisiki College's 
headteacher, with a framed certificate to commemorate the 
ongoing special relationship between the two school 
communities.

A very special evening to celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
our school’s twinning with Kisiki College, took place on 
Saturday, 9th June. Over a hundred past students, and 
former and serving members of staff who have visited 
Uganda, shared a hog roast with Irene; her colleague Hope, 
deputy headteacher and James, former deputy 
headteacher. James was involved in the original setting up 
of the partnership and is well known to the 300 or so JKHS 
students who have travelled to Uganda with their teachers 
over the last 25 years.

18 JKHS sixth formers are heading out to Namutumba at 
the end of term. The group will be led by Mr Wardale and 
Mrs Markey.

UGANDA
ARTSMARK

GOLD AWARD
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Welcome to the summer 18 edition of Prospect. It has been another busy and successful school year. (Apart 
from the snow. Twice! Oh, and the �u.) I would like to thank all parents/carers and the local community for their 
continued support. Could I, as ever, also commend my sta� and trustees for their hard work and commitment. 
Without their e�orts, my picture wouldn’t be in the local papers, on the website, Facebook and Twitter as much 
as it is. I know how upsetting that would be.  (For me……!        )

I had the great pleasure of meeting with Irene, Hope and James, our visitors from Kisiki College, Namatumba 
Uganda, when they arrived recently. Their visit, as always, enriches what we and other schools do. They also 
joined meetings at community groups such as the Ross Lions and local churches. I was in attendance when 
they presented a letter of friendship from their local mayor to our new mayor, Cllr Bramer. 

Mr Wardale is leading our trip to Uganda this year with Year 13. He pointed out there can’t be many other 
international school links that have �ourished like ours over a 25-year period. This is testament to the hard work 
and commitment of many people at JKHS and Kisiki and the involvement of the local communities. The 
relationship is something of which we should be very proud. 

We have drafted our school development plan for 2018-19. Trustees have the �nal say on this, and an agreed 
document will be ready in mid to late September.  We have 10 key objectives for next year. In short these are:

As always, if you have any thoughts on this and how we operate at school, I would be delighted to hear them. 
Especially if you think I won’t like them! If you are right, I guarantee I’ll �x it. If you are wrong, I’ll convince you 
over a co�ee.

I will be sharing the draft plan with students in assemblies over the next few weeks and in September. Their 
ideas will also inform the �nal document.

We have a small number of sta� leaving us this year. They are moving to new schools either for promotion 
and/or because the schools are closer to their home. We wish them well and look forward to welcoming their 
successors in September. There will, in fact, be more sta� at school next year. The trustees supported my 
proposal to undertake ‘strategic sta�ng’ in certain areas of the school. This means we have oversta�ed in some 
subjects.  

High-Quality
Safeguarding

High-Quality Sixth
Form

Happy, Healthy,
Successful Students

High-Quality
Professional
Development for
Sta�

Happy, Healthy,
Successful Sta�

Robust Financial
Management

High-Quality
Teaching
Outcomes

Curriculum
Development for
2020

High-Quality
Provision for
Disadvantaged
Pupils and those
with SEND

High-Quality
Leadership
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Nigel Gri�ths
Headteacher

You will be aware of the GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation). We are working formally with an external 
consultant as our Data Protection O�cer. This is a new requirement. Moreover, all sta� and trustees have 
undergone training on the new regulations. Thank you for the trust you show in us by sharing your data. We 
take security and privacy seriously and have an unblemished record in this regard. 

Could I politely ask those parents/carers who park near the school at the end of the day to be mindful of 
residents, other motorists and the parking restrictions. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

Summer is coming. I know this because the ‘Back to School in September’ adverts are up in the shops! Please 
ensure your sons and daughters come back to school with the correct uniform and equipment. Adherence to 
school rules is always very good and I want to maintain this. Your support is vital. 

There are several building projects taking place during the summer. These include new �re doors throughout 
the school, decorating in the modern language department and repaving the outdoor seating area. We are also 
beginning a refurbishment of the school hall. My personal involvement will be to turn up and thank people 
when it’s all �nished! 

I hope that everyone has an enjoyable summer. Please encourage your sons and daughters to stay safe, keep 
�t and lose themselves in a good book or interesting newspaper or magazine articles. Also, tell them to try not 
to miss us too much. I look forward to seeing you all in the autumn.

The longest-serving member of sta� who will be leaving is Mrs 
Stone-Fewings. I want to take this opportunity to thank her on 
behalf of the school and personally. Mrs Stone-Fewings was 
the �rst head of department I appointed as headteacher. 
Throughout her time here she has been an excellent middle 
leader, teacher and colleague. She was pivotal in us gaining 
Technology College status. This provided the prestige and 
funding upon which we could move the school forward. The 
visit of Her Majesty the Queen to the school was partly through 
us gaining the new status. It was Mrs Stone Fewings’ 
department which formed a focal point of the Queen’s tour of 
the school. 



Herefordshire County Football Championships
John Kyrle Year 11 boys’ football team, ably led by their 
captain Rob Whitlock, finally achieved their goal of 
becoming Herefordshire County Champions.

After appearing in previous finals and coming off second 
best, it was their last chance to gain some silverware. They 
did this with style, strength and passion, scoring three goals 
to one against a dogged John Masefield side who never 
gave up. The first goal was scored by Jake Smith, from a 
cross by Henry Godwin. Dan Taylor scored the second from 
the spot when Rob Whitlock was brought down in the 
penalty area. The game continued to be fiercely competitive 
and with fifteen minutes remaining, John Masefield got one 
back with a free kick. This made for a nail-biting finale, until 
Otto Medelsson sealed the win for JKHS with a header in the 
final minutes.

Pictured with the victorious team are coaches, Joe Deuchar and Chris Godwin; Head of PE,
Mike Donoghue and Headteacher, Nigel Griffiths.
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Sporting
Achievements

Sports Leaders
Year 10 students who volunteered this year to be sports leaders, have helped at primary school 
events that are organised by the PE Department. Activities include football, hi5 netball, 
quicksticks hockey, multiskills, rounders, tennis and cricket.

Students run the activities, officiate and keep the score boards up to date. This gives them an 
opportunity to use lots of different skills in a leadership environment and also experience working 
with younger pupils and also staff from others schools. Mrs Butler would like to thank all Year 10 
students who have volunteered this year, there have been many positive comments from the 
younger pupils and their staff throughout the year.

U15 team: Cerys Johnson (captain), Carys Lowley, Heidi Brodholt, Lucy Burden, Mia 
Davies, Ella Simmonds, Ellie Lown, Lucy Powell, Emily Harris, Anna Craig, Poppy 
Godwin, Martha Sharland, Millie Barnett, Honor Verney and Ellie Murrell.

U15 Girls rewarded with Kingsholm Experience
As an end of season finale, JKHS’ U15 girls’ rugby team were invited to play in the Gloucester 
Rugby Schools festival on Friday 4th May. The venue was Kingsholm and, with several of the 
girls being avid Gloucester RFC fans, it was an opportunity not to be missed. Before the 
tournament started all the teams had an opportunity to watch the Gloucester team’s run out in 
preparation for their match against Saracens on Saturday which the girls thoroughly enjoyed. 

The girls played four games in all and started strongly with a convincing 25-0 win over St. 
Bedes Catholic College, demonstrating some excellent offloads, with a hat trick of tries from 
Carys Lowley, and also tries from Heidi Brodholt and captain Cerys Johnson. Their second 
match was against a very strong high school for girls, (who eventually went on to win the 
festival), and after John Kyrle had two tries disallowed they narrowly lost 10-5 in a tense 
encounter despite a try by Anna Craig. Ribston 1 were their next opponents where some fierce 
tackling from both sides saw the result end in a 5-5 draw with Lowley crashing over for John 
Kyrle’s only try. Their final game was against Ribston 2; John Kyle overwhelmed their 
opponents, scoring freely in a 30-0 victory with a brace of tries from Ellie Murrell and Cerys 
Johnson, with Craig and Lowley appearing on the score sheet again. 

The tournament was a fitting end to a very successful season and an experience to be 
remembered by the girls for years to come.



Year 9 students have been selected to be part of the Herefordshire Leadership Academy 
again this year. Students are invited to take part by PE staff and then volunteer to attend 
training which usually happens over a couple of weekends.

Students go on to use these skills at both the Herefordshire winter and summer games, 
helping to run and officiate the activities. This year’s activities have been inclusive football, 
archery and lacrosse. Poppy Godwin, Mia Chambers and Lucy Davies even became the 
school games mascot for the day and led the warm up in which over 100 students from a 
variety of schools in Herefordshire took part.

Year 12 student, Chloe Wheeler, competed in the 
English Schools Cross Country finals in Leeds on the 
weekend of the 17th March.

In freezing conditions, Chloe ran fantastically well and 
in a field of over 325 runners she finished in 89th 
place. This was the highest placing achieved by a 
senior girl in the Hereford and Worcester team and 
John Kyrle are justifiably proud of Chloe's 
achievement.

Pictured: Mark Derricott, Ivor Harrington, Mia Chambers, Will Hollis, Tom 
Fratckay-Kay, Poppy Godwin, Jon Williams, Lara Stallard, Millie Barnett, Lucy Davies, 
Emelye Manning.
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Over the last five years, the current Year 11s have been a consistently strong hockey team, with this year being no exception. They have 
always made the semi-finals or finals in the county tournament and this year, as runners up, they were eligible to represent Herefordshire 
at the West of England Preliminaries, held at Clifton College Bristol. A combination of Year 10 and Year 11 students have represented 
Herefordshire on a number of occasions in the last few years, but this was by far the strongest team to attend this tournament. They gave 
a very good account of themselves against some extremely strong opposition, including Clifton College. Well done to all students for their 
hard work and commitment to training over the years and to Pete Jenkins (Amie Jenkins’ dad) who has been coaching the team for the 
last few years.

Year 11 Girls’ Hockey

Herefordshire Leadership 
Academy in Sport

Cross Country



After many years of watching my family compete, I started Autograss racing 
on 30th July 2017 - my 12th birthday! I enjoy Autograss racing as the 
atmosphere is buzzing with cheering and excitement. The thing I really love 
is that both boys and girls are treated equally. I have met many new friends 
and if there is a problem with your car everyone helps each other to fix it.

My first autograss car, when I was 14 years old, was an Austin Mini. That 
was nearly 4 years ago and I am now in the adult ladies’ class 2, racing in a 
Nissan Micra 1.2L. It’s my second year in this car and I’m hoping that my 
success as a junior carries on into my adult racing.

I really enjoy the fun of a race meeting as my whole family are involved; my 
mum, dad, granddad and uncle all race and my younger sister is hoping to 
start this year. My nan keeps us all going by cheering us on and setting us 
up with a good breakfast!

My whole family are autograss racing mad! Up until this year I have just had 
to sit and watch them all race and cheer them on. Now that I am 12 years 
old I am old enough to race and I have a Nissan Micra 1.0L. I am still 
learning to drive it and I’m having lots of fun.

I am just starting my second year competing in autograss racing. Last 
year I drove a Nissan Micra 1000cc 16v and won both my Club Junior 
Saloon and League Junior Saloon championships. I also won the overall 
Junior League championship for the most points scored in the junior 
classes and the League Chairman’s Trophy for the most helpful junior at 
race meetings. This year I have moved up into the Junior Specials which 
means a different car that is purpose built for racing using a Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.2 engine and gearbox. The class is just as competitive but with 
much faster track speeds and the car is more difficult to control as it is 
rear-wheel drive. We have lots of fun when we are camping at the tracks 
and I have made many new friends from all over the country. It is a 
fantastic sport to be involved with and great fun for all the family, both on 
and off the track.
Aidan Street (Yr 9)

Ebony Scotford (Yr 8)

I started autograss racing with Gloucester and District club in 2017. I 
have a mini 1000cc which I have great fun racing. I also enjoy repairing 
my car with the help of my dad and I have learned how to look after it 
between races. When we go to bigger weekend meetings we have BBQs 
with all our club members - It’s all great fun.

Aaron Marfell (Yr 8)

Flo Perry (Yr 7)

Gracie Perry (Yr 13)

Autograss racing is known as motorsports’ best kept secret!

Throughout the summer months at more than 40 venues throughout 
the British Isles people can be found racing specially prepared 
Autograss cars around the oval tracks of approximately 400 metres.  
The UK has more than 4500 registered Autograss drivers, many of 
them juniors. There are two junior classes, for ages 12-16: junior 
saloons and junior specials. Junior saloon cars are 1000cc, such as 
an Austin Mini or Nissan Micra that have been stripped out and 
specially prepared with a safety roll cage with impact protection 
bars, a special 'bucket' seat and a safety harness. Junior special 
vehicles are rear-wheel drive buggies, hand built  using the engine 
and gearbox from a Vauxhall Corsa 1.2. We live in one of the biggest 
participating areas for Autograss in the UK with many British 
champions from local clubs. Within our school we have many 
students who frequently spend their weekends enjoying Autograss, 
whether it is racing or cheering on mum, dad or older brothers and 
sisters who are racing.

Extracurricular

Racing
AUTOGRASS
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Ronie Thomas, aged 13, was crowned the Schools’ 70cm Winter Champion at the 
‘Just for Schools’ Winter Championships held at the David Broome Event Centre  
at Easter. Riding for JKHS, Ronie and her pony Didi II jumped an impressive double 
clear to storm ahead of the competition with a fast time. 

Speaking afterwards about her performance Ronie said, “In order to do our best at 
the championships we warmed up nicely and planned our route and turns. Then, 
we went in the ring and flew round with some great turns and hoped we had done 
enough. We had a really fun day and I was over the moon to win!”

Proud mum Zoe added, “We had a great experience and particularly liked the 
new jumps the David Broome Event Centre have. They were fun and interesting 
and added a new challenge”.

The run-up to a championship can be hard work and Ronie explained how she 
prepared. “Planning for the Winter Championships involved a lot of preparation 
time. Didi II is always fit and enjoys a varied routine, so we made sure to 
maintain this, as well as doing lots of hill work out hacking to help build her 
muscle strength.” 

I’m Sam Morris and I love motocross: it’s a fast, challenging and fun, 
extreme sport. I have been riding Mx bikes since I was 5 years old 
and I started racing at 7, with Cotswold Youth & AMX club. This 
season I will be competing in the 85 big wheel class. 

With a full line up of 40 on the start, it’s a frantic dash when the start 
gate drops! The competition is fierce on the track but afterwards, in 
the pits, everyone has great fun together. I have made many fantastic 
friends through Mx and also have a shelf full of trophies. 

We race every 2-3 weeks and in between I practise on a track at our 
farm, with my younger brother. My main aim for 2018 is to qualify to 
represent Cotswold in the BSMA team event. 

If you’re interested in starting Mx go to bsmamx.co.uk and find your 
local club, that’s what I did and I’m hooked for life!

GO AS FAST AS YOU CAN GO, DURING PRACTICE 
AND DURING EVERY RACE - THAT’S THE GOAL OF 
THE MOTOCROSS RIDER!

www.jkhs.org.uk7

Black Belt
Four years ago, whilst he was still a pupil at Primary School, Joshua Gilding 
started training at Cinderford Tae Kwon-Do. Now in Year 9 at JKHS, he 
matured as a student of Tae Kwon-Do, and on Sunday 22nd April, went to 
Bristol Academy to take his black belt grading.
 
Ken & Mel Penman, who run TAGB Tae Kwon-Do clubs in Cinderford, 
Longhope & Shirenewton, were thrilled to announce that Josh passed his 
grading and is now 1st Dan black belt in Tae Kwon-Do!

On Sunday 29th April, students of Joshua’s club, along with his family, 
celebrated as he was presented with his black belt, tie and badge, and 
certificates from the Committee of the Tae Kwon-Do Association of Great 
Britain, and from the British Tae Kwon-Do Council.

Extracurricular
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Extracurricular

Inter-Regional Regatta

At the end of March 2018, myself and 
eight other members of Ross Rowing 
Club Junior Academy, qualified to 
represent the West Midlands region at 
the British Rowing Junior Inter-Regional 
Regatta, held in Nottingham.

We went with four boats: a coxed quad, a 
double and two singles, and were able to 
have a practice run on the course during 
Friday afternoon. This was particularly useful 
as my quad had not raced there before and 
the course was six-lane racing, which we are 
not used to. The River Wye at Ross is only 
about two lanes wide!

On Saturday morning we competed in 
qualifiers to determine which final we would 
race in. We all achieved times enabling us to 
compete in the ‘A-finals’, meaning we could 
all potentially medal. Later that day we all 
raced in the finals against five other crews, 
who all proved to be stiff competiton. The 
race was 1.5K, which is roughly six minutes 
of racing. It’s an awkward distance as it’s too 
short not to sprint, but long enough that you 
start to run out of energy.

However, digging deep, one of the singles 
achieved silver and all of the other boats 
gained bronze. We had been training several 
times a week for weeks, so it was really 
satisfying that we all came away with a 
medal. Our medals also contributed to the 
West Midlands total points and to our region 
coming third overall.

The event was great fun with lots of 
spectators and many really good rowers. 
Now we are back to training hard and looking 
forward to future events!

Elic Wales (Year 9)
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In a year when the centenary of women getting the right to vote is being celebrated, Year 
9 students at John Kyrle High School have been studying the Suffragettes’ campaigns 
in history lessons. The focus was particularly on the sacrifices of individuals, such as 
Emily Davison and the Pankhurst family. To further honour the 100 year anniversary, 
members of the Lower School Debating Club discussed ‘the relevance of feminism in 
today’s society’, acknowledging both past and present campaigns.

The terror tactics of the early 20th century Suffragettes were scrutinised, whilst the 
‘Time’s up’ movement, dominating today’s media, was hailed as a necessary platform 
for united female empowerment. In response to the question, ‘Is feminism relevant in 
today’s society?’ a resounding 20 voted yes whilst two responded no. Students 
concluded that the Suffragettes’ campaign, which made significant progress for equality 
and freedom 100 years ago, continues to wield the same important power it did then.

My views on feminism are that it is 
definitely relevant as there is still a lot of 
sexism in today’s society. This is shown by 
the pay gap that exists and the recent sex 
abuse scandals, among many other things.

It is in human nature to think we are better, 
to draw sides of ‘us and them’. This does 
not mean that we cannot escape sexism or 
inequality in general, only that it will not be 
easy. I think everyone, regardless of 
gender, should try and stamp out sexism 
everywhere, to object not just for 
themselves but on behalf of others. 

If we do not call out for change and let the 
sexists still in modern society know that we 
do not think what they are doing is 
acceptable, that they cannot continue, 
then they will just keep on doing it. This 
must not be allowed to happen, not just 
because it is wrong, but because if it 
continues for long enough it will simply 
become an accepted fact, as it has done in 
the past.

To quote Che Guevara “Revolution is not 
an apple that falls when it is ripe. You 
have to make it fall”. This relates to any 
cause, from sexism to gun control or 
human rights. If we do not demand change 
it will not happen. This is why I think 
feminism is still relevant in modern society.

As it was international women’s day, the debate club at John Kyrle took on an interesting topic 
that provoked much dispute between the students, “Is feminism still relevant in today’s 
society?”

To us, as women, the answer seemed to be clear. However, there were men and women on 
both sides of the argument. Personally, even in our arguably more progressive western 
society, there are still many issues remaining for us to tackle. One that is rather prevalent 
currently being sexual assault, often ignored or normalised, even by important and respected 
figures. The blatant sexualisation of women, and even of younger girls, is often still accepted, 
with catcalling, for example, making them feel ashamed of their own bodies.

The second main issue was the gender pay gap, argued by some to be ‘not real’. However, 
with contributing factors of being denied opportunities and illegally paying women less, we 
would argue that it definitely is very real. Another girl suggested that the pay gap was, in fact, 
deserved. In her opinion, women are paid less because they go on maternity leave, have 
children, and men are just ‘more useful in the workplace’. Nevertheless, we would argue it is 
unfair to pay all women less because some choose to have children.

In conclusion, none of us really disagreed on the fact that we should have equality between 
women and men. It was mostly the meaning of the word 'feminist' which pushed many to 
disagree. 

The Suffragette Movement
and Feminism
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Is Feminism still
Relevant in Today’s
Society?

Elic Wales Poppy Ashford-Kelleher and Emily Freer



for the JKHS Year 11 Prom
Arriv�g � St�e
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Over 200 students and staff gathered 
together for the annual Year 11 Dinner and 
Dance or, as it’s more commonly called, 
Prom. It has become a tradition, over the 
years, for students to arrive in novel ways 
and to receive red-carpet treatment at 
school before being transported to The 
Chase Hotel by vintage buses.

Our students pulled out all the stops this 
year and arrived in style looking absolutely 
fabulous in their gorgeous outfits. Watched 
by a huge crowd of family and friends, they 
were greeted on the red carpet by 
headteacher, Mr Griffiths and head of year, 
Mrs Gunter, for photographs, before this 
year’s prom king, Yannick Solandt and prom 
queen, Brooke Dickens were crowned and 
led the procession to the vintage buses.

Upon arrival at The Chase Hotel, all were 
greeted with a welcome drink before sitting 
down to a three-course, Italian-inspired 
meal, chosen by the students. During the 
celebrations, Mr Griffiths paid tribute to the 
Year 11 students in a well-received speech. 
He thanked them for their contributions to 
John Kyrle since they began in 2013 and 
noted their academic progress, successful 
participation in sport, the arts and 
fundraising activities.

As heads of year, Mrs Markey (years 7-8) 
and Mrs Gunter (years 9-11) both spoke 
fondly about their memories of the students 
and the privilege of working with, and 
observing, the class of 2018 grow into the 
fine young people they are today.
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The microphone was then passed to six students: 
Robert Whitlock; Elysia Williams-Tettey; Hollee 
Hayward; Carys Williams; Yannick Solandt and Flynn 
Piper, who in turn shared amusing and sentimental 
anecdotes and reminiscences from a student’s 
perspective. The students and assistant head of year, 
Mrs Turner, also thanked and paid tribute to the 
tutors, mentors and Mrs Gunter with lovely gifts and 
mementos.

The evening continued with alternative awards, 
presented by Mr Boyd and a fabulous set from the 
band “Youngster”, consisting of four Year 11 
students: Jack Morgan, Alfie Weyman, Louis Trotman 
and Jay Hetherington, who really got the party 
started on the dancefloor. The night concluded with a 
disco, plenty of dancing and a memorable time was 
had by all.

Year 11 were an absolute credit to their families, the 
school and themselves on Prom night and it was a 
real pleasure to celebrate this rite of passage with 
them. We wish them well through the summer exams 
and into the next stage of their chosen pathway.

We thank all the parents and carers for their valued 
and appreciated support of this wonderfully vibrant, 
diverse and talented group of young people.

“The Prom was lovely, I really enjoyed 
myself, especially the speeches and 
awards, seeing all the dresses and 
being all together” - Carys Williams

“It was an amazing night, all being 
together, and a perfect way to end our 
time at school” - Mannie Stone



Sixth Form

Berlin Trip

In a jam-packed tour, students were able to experience many 
different aspects of life in Berlin. 

Day 1 began with a 3-hour walking tour, which explained the 
development of the city of Berlin, as well as the impact both the 
Nazis and the Communists had on the city and its inhabitants. 
Students were shown the location of Hitler’s bunker (which 
surprisingly is now a children’s playground) and also the 
Holocaust memorial to the murdered Jews of Europe.

Of course, no tour of Berlin would be complete without the 
obligatory photo stop at Checkpoint Charlie, the former crossing 
between East and West Berlin. This was followed up with a visit to 
the DDR museum, where students were able to get hands-on 
experience of the life of a typical East German citizen.

12www.jkhs.org.uk

On 19th February, 20 sixth-form students and 
three members of staff set off on the inaugural 
history and languages trip to Berlin. This was 
designed to give German students an opportunity 
to practise their language skills, as well as 
deepening history students’ understanding of life 
in Communist East Germany, which forms part of 
their A-level studies.
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Day 2 was a sombre and thought-provoking day, with a 
visit to Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp where 
approximately 30,000 people were murdered by the 
Nazis. Student Tabitha Fycun described the visit as, 
“opening her eyes to the suffering the camp prisoners 
experienced.”

Staff were extremely impressed with the respectful 
behaviour of students during this visit. The evening was 
filled with a very competitive tenpin bowling match, with 
Mr Salway (head of languages) ultimately being 
triumphant.

Day 3 began with a visit to the Stasi Museum (the 
headquarters of the East German secret police), which 
still had all of its original features. Students were able to 
see how people’s homes were bugged, citizens were 
spied on and informers denounced their neighbours and 
even their wives, giving a real insight into how the Stasi 
worked. It was then time for a bit more souvenir shopping 
and last-minute photo stops before the trip home.

Mrs Gooch, joint head of history, said, “Our students 
gained a valuable insight into life in East Germany. The 
trip really brought their studies to life, giving them 
useful knowledge they can use for their exams.” 

Mr Salway added, “This trip has given our A-level 
students a real opportunity to see and hear German 
outside of the classroom and give the language a 
purpose and presence in real life.

All students, not just the German A-level students, 
gained a real grasp of German language and I was 
impressed by the efforts of them all to speak the 
language. My A-level students grew in confidence over 
the three days and began to realise how much German 
they had access to”.

Year 12 student, Lucy Drew-White, summed up the trip, 
saying, “The whole group was amazing and the 
teachers were exceptional. If the trip was to be run next 
year I would be the first to sign up as I would love to go 
back!”



JKHS students recently experienced a very different kind of RE 
lesson. ‘GSUS Live’ is an RE experience on board an Eddie 
Stobart lorry, parked in the school car park.

It enabled students to find out more about Christian teachings on 
topics such as fear, rejection and forgiveness. Using touch-screen 
computers, students picked a character who is dealing with an 
issue; they then had a chance to offer the character advice as well 
as learn about the issue from a Christian perspective. In addition to 
exploring stories from the Bible, students had the opportunity to 
see and hear clips from well-known figures such as Martin Luther 
King, Marie Curie and Malala Yousafzai.

This was the third visit of ‘GSUS Live’ to JKHS, which was one of 
the first schools in the UK to experience it back in 2000. During the 
intervening years, the software has been substantially updated to 
ensure that it has a contemporary feel. Older students from 
Ashfield Park primary school were also able to be involved.

Head of RE, Nick Wardale, described how much students had 
enjoyed the experience and expressed his thanks to the local 
churches who had provided facilitators to take each class through 
the experience.

"Over 500 of our lower-school students have enjoyed 
this unique experience; it has provided them with a 
wealth of learning that we will be able to link to in 
future lessons."

Mr Wardale went on to state how much the RE department enjoyed 
receiving visitors from the local faith communities, with 
contributions being made by Buddhist, Christian, Jewish and 
Humanist groups during the last year. Nigel Griffiths, headteacher, 
added: 

“As members of a multi-cultural society, it is 
important for our students to learn about a variety of 
world religions, including Christianity, so that they 
are in a position to draw their own conclusions.”
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Hi-Tech Learning in RE

Mental-Health Awareness
John Kyrle were delighted to welcome Herefordshire Wellbeing 
Ambassadors into school in June. The Ambassadors are a group of 
youth volunteers who, supported by the CLD Trust, Hereford, work 
to bring about positive changes to young people's mental health 
services in Herefordshire. JKHS student Rose Brennan (Year 11) is a 
member of the group who meet with CLD participation workers and 
health professionals on a regular basis.

With their first-hand experiences of mental health services they are 
able to contribute ideas and provide feedback about improvements 
they would like to see in mental health services across our county. 
They also feel strongly about the need to challenge people’s 
perception of mental health, reducing the stigma attached to it 
through better education. They want to make access to mental 
health support and guidance easier and more understandable for 
children, young people and their parents and carers.

John Kyrle welcomed the opportunity to work with the youth 
volunteers when approached by Amy Lunt, who is a professional 
youth worker and participation worker for the CLD Trust. Amy 
supports the Ambassadors day to day.

Trixie Clarke (assistant head, SENCo and wellbeing lead) 
accompanied the Ambassadors during their time at John Kyrle, 
which was the first assessment location for the Wellbeing 
Ambassadors. So far they have conducted an anonymous survey of 
students and they intend to organise a focus group to gather further 
information.



JKHS Digital Wellbeing Charter
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Dylan Crowned County
Champion

Year 8 student, Dylan Menhennet, claimed top spot in the junior boys’ hammer 
event at the recent Hereford and Worcester Schools Athletics Championships. 
Dylan, who was a school year younger than all the other competitors, threw a 
personal best of 34m 07cms to claim the gold medal. His win also gained him a 
place at the Mason Trophy, an inter-counties schools’ competition to be held in 
Birmingham.

Several other John Kyrle athletes also performed strongly:

Emily Jarvis, Year 10, improved on her own school record in the 
intermediate girls' shot putt event, with a throw of 9m 21cm to win a 
bronze medal

Year 8 students, Jake Ashley and Faith Robbins, set new personal bests 
in the 800m and 1500m, of 2mins 24secs and 5mins 37secs respectively 

Ellie Lown, Year 10, reached the final of the 300m setting a new personal 
best time of 48.5 secs

George Harrhy, Year 9, had a very busy day, making the finals of the 
junior boys’ 100m (12.4 secs), 300m (40.5 secs) and the high jump (1m 
45cms).
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