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shares his story with JKHS
On a Wednesday afternoon back in September, JKHS 
students and sta� were tremendously honoured and 
humbled to welcome Werner Reich from New York.

Werner, now in his 90th year, is one of a very small number of people alive who experienced the horror of Auschwitz during World War Two. He 
gave two presentations during the afternoon; one to 240 enthralled Year 9 students, and one to a large group of sixth form History and Religious 
Studies students. Werner shared his life story which took him from Germany to Yugoslavia and Austria, with time also spent in the UK. Around 12 
years after being liberated, he married and emigrated to the USA.

He witnessed many horrors during his captivity, encountering the infamous 'Angel of Death' (Josef Mengele) and surviving a death march in 
temperatures well below freezing. Werner also touched on his wife Eva's story; her life had been spared by the actions of Nicholas Winton, a British 
man who had saved the lives of nearly 700 children from Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia just prior to the outbreak of WW2.

Werner challenged our students to consider what kind of people they 
wanted to be. He described the victims, bullies, just people and bystanders 
of WW2; he referred to bystanders as the "good people who
did nothing" and gave contemporary examples. He shared a simple 
acronym based on the word JUST as a prompt for humanity:

udge the situationJ
understand the problemU
olveS
ake actionT

Students and sta� agreed that 
Werner's talk was incredibly 
powerful and inspiring; one sixth 
form student said,

the promise we made, 
to not be one of the 
good people that do 
nothing, showed me 
very vividly the 
difference that even 
one person's actions 
can make to improve 
or change a life.it is my hope that our students will remember what they have 

learnt from Werner today and share it with their own children 
and grandchildren. I am certain Werner's words will have had 
a profound effect.

Head of RE, Nick Wardale, thanked Werner for sharing his story 
with JKHS students stating, 
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Welcome to our spring edition of Prospect.

The autumn term was very successful and some of our activities are showcased here. In addition, we 
welcomed new pupils, new sta�, Mrs Strutt became chair of trustees and we had our �rst snow closure for 
many years. (And the last for many more years, I hope.)  Also, our former site manager, Bryan Jones, was 
recognised in the new year’s honours for his excellent work in the community as a scout leader, including 
being district commissioner for several years. 

As always, my sta� are working hard to deliver the mantra of ‘Happy, Healthy and Successful.’ This includes 
through high-quality teaching and extra-curricular activities. In terms of the latter, we are planning our ski trip 
to Austria and sports tour to South Africa. Recent assembly focus areas have included raising awareness of 
mental-health issues.

Over the next few months we will be reviewing our communication system, and looking to reduce the 
amount of information we post home. Our use of texting, twitter and the website were particularly e�ective, 
for example, during the snow-closure days. Our aim is to complement this communication with an email 
system and we will keep you updated on our progress toward this. 

One of my targets this year is to review our curriculum. This includes both what we teach and how we teach it. 
The key areas to think about are the skills, attributes and quali�cations we want our young people to have as 
we approach the third decade of the 21st century.  As part of the review, I will be gaining the thoughts of 
pupils, sta�, the local business and voluntary sectors as well as people in the community. The input of parents 
and carers is essential and should you have any thoughts or questions on what and how we teach, please let 
me know. 

I look forward to meeting many of you at various events over the next few weeks and into the summer. If you 
have any suggestions on how we can continue to improve the school, we would be delighted to hear them. 
Never forget that you pay our wages. We don’t! 
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Mr Pritchard

Fifty-four students, eleven members of  staff, the 
generosity of  a local theatre company, ten butchered 
hula-hoops, thirty metres of  brown material, and the 
savage pruning of  an unwitting neighbour’s hedge - these 
were the ingredients of  our school production this year - 
Robin’s Hoodie.

Students from Year 8 to 13 all took roles in this 
memorable performance that brought to life the retelling 
and reimagining of  one of  our most loved folk tales. 
The success of  the performance stemmed from the 
enthusiasm of  all of  the students - for some of  whom this 
was their first time on stage. I was very proud of  all of  
them, and their enjoyment was only matched by that of  
the audience.

It wouldn’t behove me to name and fame individuals in 
the performance, this being a wholly ensemble show, but 
there were certainly moments that anyone who saw this 
pantomime will be able to look at with a smile.

We aim to repeat and build on the successes of  Robin’s 
Hoodie with a brand new pantomime during Christmas 
2018 - so watch this space! 
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Every year students in Year 8 take time to re�ect on peace 
among people of the world, and this year was no exception. 
The Art Department led the whole year group through a 
‘Future of Peace’ project, culminating in an A2 poster 
illustrating the theme.

For the past two decades John Kyrle Art Department and the 
Ross-on-Wye Lions Club have worked together to inspire Year 8 students 
to illustrate their version of world peace through pictures - No words; no 
language barrier.

An exhibition of this work was held at the Ross Library throughout 
January. It included very highly commended and highly commended 
outcomes, 44 posters in all. The opening night was attended by many 
parents and students, the Ross Lions and the Mayor of Ross, David 
Ravenscroft, who wanted to show his support for the creative arts. 

The work was outstanding. Colourful images containing all manner of 
symbols of peace; hands held together, robots, futuristic images, 
diversity, unity, and love hearts covered the students’ work.

First place winner was Jacob Bluett (pictured above right) whose poster 
depicted ‘Love not war’ in his conceptual work inspired by Banksy. 
Second and third place went to Leo Wadley and Charlotte Water. Each 
were awarded a prize and praised for their outstanding achievement and 
creativity. All work was of a very high standard and the students did both 
John Kyrle and their parents proud. Sean Delahoy, Associate 
Headteacher, thanked the Art Department  for their dedication and 
outstanding teaching.

Head of Art, Miss Kelly Davies, thanked the students 
for making the judging a di�cult task, their e�ort and 
enthusiasm were to be commended. She thanked the 
Lions and her Department for all their hard work and 
support.

The Future of Peace

30TH ANNUAL
LIONS INTERNATIONAL
PEACE POSTER CONTEST

1st

1ST JACOB BLUETT

2ND LEO WEDLEY

3RD CHARLOTTE WATER
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HYDROGEN HACK:
During the 2017 school summer holiday we took part in Hydrogen 
Hack (H  Hack), a national coding event. Working with Mr Peter 
Strong, our IT industry mentor, we proposed a project to build a 
car-mounted air quality monitor. All H  Hack projects had to be 
powered by a hydrogen fuel cell. The main bene�t of hydrogen fuel 
cells is zero emissions, so we thought an air-quality monitor would be 
an ideal project.

BREATH:
We decided to call our project ‘Breath’. We both already had 
experience with Raspberry Pi computers and Python programming, 
so we used those to save time. We hacked an interface board for the 
Adafruit™ ultimate GPS module as it needed a di�erent type of 
connector, and a MikroElektronika™ air-quality sensor.

DEVELOPMENT:
The GPS sensor was very straightforward and we got it working in a 
couple of hours. However, the air-quality sensor was very di�cult to 
use due to a lack of documentation. After several weeks of e�ort, 
(and a lot of research/ testing) we managed to get it to function 
reliably. We found it frustrating, but in the end we learned a lot from 
it. Once we could record data reliably for extended periods of time, 
we looked for the best way to display the results.

TESTING/TRIALS:
We mounted the RPi unit on the dash of a car next to the ventilation 
inlet and drove around with the fan set to fresh air, i.e. no heat. Within 
our local area the range of results was rather narrow, a minimum of 1 
and a maximum of 3.

RESULTS:
Our programme stores the data gathered on the RPi as CSV (comma 
separated values) �les. These �les are then uploaded to the cloud via 
the Beebotte™ servers, and used to display the results graphically 
using Google™ Maps.

AWARD:
Our prototype system won a Judges’ special award at H  Hack 2017 
for the ‘best use of Hydrogen Fuel Cell’. We have kept in touch with 
our mentor Peter as we hope our system might one day be 
integrated into a hydrogen car.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT:
We need to do more testing in towns/cities with a greater range of air 
pollution levels. In the future, we hope to automatically upload data, 
possibly using the 3G data network, for live display online. We should 
also calibrate our sensor, as currently we can only record relative 
values.

THANKS:
Project Breath would like to thank Mrs Hope at Monmouth School for 
Boys, who organised the local centre for H  Hack; our mentor, Peter 
Strong; the sponsors of Hydrogen Hack; and, last but not least, the 
other mentors and online blogs that helped us along the way.

Project:

Tom Thornton & Elic Wales

GPS Module Air-Quality
Sensor

‘BREATH’ Prototype

2
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2

2
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CHOOLSC O U N C I L
A Head Girl and Boy’s Perspective
The School Council is made up of two 
representatives from each of the school years as 
well as Mr Croad, Mrs Nicholls, the site manager 
and canteen sta�. The meetings are chaired by the 
head boy and head girl.

On occasion, the council welcomes guests such as 
the Mayor of Ross-on-Wye, Cllr Nigel Gibbs, and 
headteacher, Nigel Gri�ths.

Each year, the organisers of the prestigious Ledbury Poetry Festival hold an 
international poetry competition. There are categories for adults, young 
people and children and competition is �erce.

This year, John Kyrle High School student, Alicia Johnson Husbands, was 
awarded second prize in the young people’s category with her fantastic poem 
‘Agoraphobia’. 

The judge, Fiona Sampson MBE, commented: ‘Agoraphobia’ is a richly stu�ed 
narrative of a poem. It’s also evocative and musical in its layering of quotations, 
speech and inner thought. The long lines are urgent, never dull. A poem that’s 
full of life but wonderfully artful and sharply observed.

‘Agoraphobia’ was inspired by the trips I used to take with my Dad and older 
sister to see my grandmother. My poem is told through the eyes of my younger 
self, when I was too young to recognise the illness she had.

Mrs Russell, one of Alicia’s English teachers said, ‘Alicia is a very talented 
student, she has such facility with language and it’s exciting to see her explore 
her ideas in poetic form. The school is very proud of her!

Alicia is planning to study Creative Writing at university next year and we are 
sure she will go from strength to strength.

Looking back, it’s easy to see but it was something beyond my comprehension 
as a child. It was my intention to capture the feelings I experienced at that 
time.’

Alicia said of her success:

“TWELVE MONTHS AGO I WAS ADAMANT THAT I NEITHER LIKED NOR 
COULD WRITE POETRY. SO, TO HAVE ONE OF MY POEMS PUBLICLY 
RECOGNISED IS AN AMAZING PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT.”

You can read all the winning poems here: www.poetry-festival.co.uk/ledbury-poetry-competition

Alicia (centre) with headteacher, Nigel Gri�ths; English teacher,
Sarah Russell; head of English, Sean Delahoy; and chair of trustees, Denise Strutt.

English Matters Winning JKHS Poet
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Prior to our meetings, the representatives of each 
school year collect the views of their peers and 
any queries and requests they may have. This 
information is then relayed back to the council, 
during our scheduled meetings, and any questions 
about di�erent areas of school life are answered 
by the appropriate members present.

The council and its members are in charge of 
making some of the school’s most important 
decisions such as the selection of the school’s 
three charities, which change annually and receive 
support from the school in many di�erent forms. 

When visiting the school, Cllr Nigel Gibbs gave a 
presentation on the Air Ambulance charity and 
asked us for our support, along with the rest of the 
school, in helping to raise money for the cause.

Year 12 students had the opportunity to 
visit Christchurch College, at Oxford 
University, on 14th February. During the 
visit they received a talk on the 
application and interview process. 
They were also treated to a tour of the 
college, where they had the 
opportunity to discuss the advantages 
of being an Oxford undergraduate with 
current students. 

In April, the whole of Year 12 will be 
attending the UCAS Convention at 
Cardiff Metropolitan university. This is a 
great opportunity for students to 
discover the various options available 
after sixth form, with hundreds of 
higher-education providers there to 
answer questions and offer advice.

This year the council chose to also support 
Diabetes UK and the school’s yearly trip to 
Uganda. 

We are proud to be a part of the school council 
and find it a very e�ective way of making sure 
everyone’s voice is heard and ensuring we are all...

Happy, Healthy
and Successful.

By Jemma Clarke & Jackson Sharp 
Head Girl and Boy

Year 12 Visits - Exploring Future Options



Headteacher: Nigel Gri�ths BA (Hons), FRSA,
National Leader of Education

Ledbury Rd, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7ET
Tel: (01989) 764358 | Fax: (01989) 565766

Email: admin@jkhs.org.uk | www.jkhs.org.uk

01274 518771 www.bistprint.co.uk 4 Fairfax House | Cottingley Business Park | Bingley | West Yorkshire | BD16 1PY

Elllie Murrell, in Year 9, has been selected this season for Gloucestershire’s U15 
girls’ rugby squad. Ellie, who only started playing rugby last season, has 
progressed quickly through regular training and matches both at school and 
with her club Cinderford RFC.

She has played matches against Devon, Cornwall and Somerset so far and we 
wish her all the best for the remainder of the season.

Congratulations!


