
Lernziel: Learn about the interwar period 
and the 3rd Reich

Mittwoch, 20. Mai 2020

List as many past participles (ge- words) as you can in 3 
minutes:
zB:
1. gemacht
2. gegangen
3. gespielt
4. angegriffen
5. …
6. …
7. …
8. …



The past tense:
• We still need the past tense.  Listen to the 

recording and practise using the past tense.  



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

Can you guess 
what these 
pictures are 
of?  Each one is 
an example of 
how disrupted 
the interwar 
years were!



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

It’s a U-Boot.  

On 3rd November 
1918, (8 days before 
the end of WWI) the 
entire German 
Kriegsmarine (navy) 
was ordered to sail 
out of the port of 
Kiel (Schleswig-
Holstein) for one last 
glorious battle with 
the (much bigger) 
Royal Navy.  

The sailors all refused.  The mutiny 
sparked a Communist rebellion.  It was 

not successful but it caused a lot of 
political unrest.  



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

Now try this 
one:



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

It’s the Hall of 
Mirrors in 
Versailles.  

In 1919, WWI 
was officially 
ended with the 
treaty of 
Versailles which 
was signed in the 
Hall of Mirrors

Although Germany was not the only 
country responsible for starting the war, it 

was made to take most of the blame as 
part of the treaty.  It was punished 

severely which caused a lot of resentment.  



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

Now try this 
one:



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

It’s a colliery 
winding.  

The densely-
populated, 
industrial areas of 
the Ruhr 
(Nordrhein-
Westfalen) and 
the rest of the 
Rhineland were 
occupied by 
foreign soldiers

Imagine how living in a country with foreign 
soldiers on the streets would make you feel!

At the same time, Germany was not allowed 
an airforce and its Kriegsmarine and Heer

were severely limited.



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

Now try this 
one:



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

It’s a silver 50 
Pfennig (a 
German coin...)  

Germany was 
made to pay the 
costs of the war.  

269 Billion 
Marks.

That’s 4300 Marks for every one of the 62 
million men, women and children in 

Germany at the time.  The average annual 
salary was 2765 Marks.   

On top of that, 2 million young, fit German 
men were killed during WWI (compared 
with 750,000 British soldiers) and so the 

workforce was badly weakened.



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

Now try this 
one:



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

It’s a map of the 
bits of the 
German Empire 
that was taken 
away from 
Germany and 
given to other 
countries.    It’s an area of 65,000km² which affected 7 million 

people.  

That’s not counting the territories in Africa that 
Germany was made to give up.  



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

Now try this 
one:



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

It’s a 
wheelbarrow full 
of money.  

Germany’s 
government from 
1919 – 1933 was 
based in Weimar 
(Thuringen)

The Weimar Republik had two years of 
hyperinflation at the start of it when the world lost 

confidence in the German currency and you 
suddenly needed millions of Marks to buy basic 

food items.

At the end of the Weimar Republik, there was a 
wordwide depression (1929, the Great 

Depression) that left 6 million people unemployed 
in Germany   



The 21 years between the two Weltkriege
(World Wars) were extremely turbulent.  

It’s a silver 50 
Pfennig (a 
German coin...)  

Germany was 
made to pay the 
costs of the war.  

269 Billion 
Marks.

That’s 4300 Marks for every one of the 62 
million men, women and children in 

Germany at the time.  The average annual 
salary was 2765 Marks.   

On top of that, 2 million young, fit German 
men were killed during WWI (compared 
with 750,000 British soldiers) and so the 

workforce was badly weakened.



Richtig oder Falsch?

True or false?

The Weimar 
Republik ended 
when Adolf Hitler 
and the Nazi Party 
violently seized 
power 



Richtig oder Falsch?True or false?
The Weimar Republik ended 
when Adolf Hitler and the Nazi 
Party violently seized power 

FALSE!

Hitler was legally voted in to 
power as Kanzler by huge 
numbers of German people.  
They believed promises of a 
better life free of the 
punishments of the Treaty of 
Versailles and without certain 
groups of people (such as Jews 
and Communists) making 
ordinary Germans poorer.  

He eventually made himself 
Führer (Leader) and –
unsurprisingly – broke a lot of 
those promises.  

Modern Germany’s political and 
education systems  - and its culture -
are set up to prevent a dictator from 

taking over ever again.  



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

Er hat gegen Versailles gekämpft



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

He fought against Versailles

The Nazi government broke most 
of the rules laid down by the 
Treaty of Versailles and restored a 
lot of national pride.  

By doing things like increasing the 
armed forces, he also significantly 
reduced the number of 
unemployed Germans



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

Er hat Schuld
(Blame) an anderen
gegeben



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

He laid the blame 
on others

Ordinary Germans were made to 
believe that their problems 
could be easily solved by 
blaming groups of people who 
were different.  

The German for Scapegoat is 
‘Sündenbock’ – literally a ‘Sin 
Goat’



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

Er hat das dritte Reich begonnen.   



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

He started the 3rd Reich.   

It was an empire that was supposed to last a thousand years – just 
like the 1st Reich, the Holy Roman Empire.  

It lasted just 12 years.  

Nationalism was used 
to make ordinary 
people feel that they 
‘belonged’ and that 
they were powerful 
and important.  



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

Er hat Tscheschien, Österreich, Polen, Frankreich, Holland, 
Belgien, Großbritannien und Russland angegriffen.   



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

He attacked Czechoslovakia, Austria, Poland, France, 
Holland, Belgium, Great Britain and Russia.  

The Reichswehr (Imperial Army, 
literally ‘Empire Defence’) and 
Luftwaffe (Airforce, literally ‘air 
weapon’) attacked those 
countries and others using 
Flugzeuge (Planes) and Panzer
(Tanks, literally ‘armour’) in a 
tactic known as Blitzkrieg
(Lightening War)



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?Translate!

Er hat vielleicht 12 Millionen
Jüden, Kommunisten, 
Homosexuelle, Zigeuener, Politiker
und andere systematisch getötet.  



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?Translate!

He systematically killed 
perhaps 12 million Jews, 
communists, homosexuals, 
gypsies, politicians and others.

The brutal, industrialised, systematic genocide has become 
known as the Holocaust.  

At the time, it was referred to as the Endlösung (Final 
Solution) as the start of WWII made getting those groups 
of people to simply leave Germany impractical.  

These pictures are from Buchenwald Concentration Camp, 
just outside Weimar (Thuringen)



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

He destroyed Germany.   

The allied armies of Great 
Britain,the US, Russia, 
France, Canada and others 
did the actual destroying.  

Hitler’s refusal to surrender 
made the death of 4.3 
million German military 
personnel, death of up to 2 
million and destruction of 
perhaps 20% of ALL 
buildings necessary.

By comparison, Great 
Britain lost 350,000 military 
personnel and 60,000 
civilians.  



So – what did Hitler do?  And what was life 
like in the Hitlerzeit?

Translate!

Er hat Deutschland zerstört.   



Don’t mention the War!
The Hitlerzeit was a seriously painful period for the 

whole world. 

But different parts of the world have reacted to it 
differently since.

Compare these two comedy sketches.    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfl6Lu3xQW0 The British point of view (?)

The German point of view (?)https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EAuaNnsXy4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfl6Lu3xQW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EAuaNnsXy4


Don’t mention the War!
Do you agree with these national stereotypes?  

Do the British (still) think it’s 
awkward to talk about the 
atrocities of the Hitlerzeit?  
Especially in the presence of 
Germans?

Do Germans (still) feel a 
collective guilt 

(Kollektivschuld) for the 
atrocities of the Hitlerzeit?  Or 
at least feel obliged to discuss 

them openly?



Final thought

Modern Germany’s political and 
education systems  - and its culture –

have learned from the mistakes of the 
Weimar Republik and the Hitlerzeit
and are set up to prevent a dictator 

from taking over ever again.  

Can we say the same about other 
western democracies?


