An English Language Taster Session on Sociolect
Using the transcript further down the document, fill in the grid below, trying to identify aspects of the characters’ sociolect.  
	Features
	Questions to ask

	Words and phrases
	Are there any words or phrases used repeatedly by the characters?  Do they use words not normally considered Standard English?  Can you put these into any kind of ‘category’? (Think about areas of influence.)

	Grammar
	Are there any features of grammar that are not Standard English?

	Accent
	Are there any features of pronunciation that are non-standard?


Transcript 1 – Lauren and Beyonce
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	Did you see Beyonce last night on the television?

Yeh man. She is well fit

That’s a well nice song

Yeh, she’s fit as well

She’s better now she’s left Destiny’s, don’t you fink

Much better (.) but the other two were fit, man

Yeh, I love that tune

Yeh, right. She’s well bing bing

What?

I said Beyonce is well bing bing

What is she, mate?

She is bing bing

It’s bling bling, mate. Bling bling

What?

Bling bling

Bing bing. That is bad

Am I bovvered

That is funny man

Am I bovvered though?

Take the shame, man

No, cos I ain’t bovvered

You better show yourself out there though, innit

No I ain’t, cos I ain’t bovvered

But that is funny though, innit

No it ain’t actually

Well look just relax alright

Don’t tell me what to do

Come on relax about it

Are you telling me what to do?

No I’m just saying don’t worry about it

Are you disrespecting me?

No I’m not

Are you disrespecting me though?

No I’m not disrespecting you

Your disrespecting me

No, wait a minute

No because you’re disrespecting me

I’m not disrespecting you, just chill out, man

(pause)

It was funny though

Are you stupid?

No I’m just saying

Are you stupid though?

No I’m just laughin’ ain’t I

Are you stupid of somefink?

No I’m just laughin’

What don’t you just shut up though?

I’m not laughin’ at you or nuffink

Why don’t you just shut up though?

Cos it’s just funny, ain’t it

Did I aks you to shut up?

Yeh I know, but

Well shut up then

Well yeh, but

But I don’t care though

Come on, man

But do I care though?

Yeh but you can’t…
But I don’t care

But I’m not sayin’

I don’t care

But 

I’m not bovvered

But wait

Am I bovvered

Come on

I don’t care

But

I don’t care mate

It’s just

Mate (.) I ain’t bovvered

(phone rings)

I fink I can hear your phone bingin’ mate


Our language is influenced by many factors.  You may have heard people using language this way yourself.  Can you suggest what may influence an individual’s language?  Write some suggestions below
.

Extension task:


Use the suggestions from this lesson to write your own linguistic fingerprint.  Try to…   


include the areas that influence your own language


give examples of your language use
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