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Has another school year really passed? It �ew by. As you can see from Prospect, we have been as busy as ever. My thanks to all my sta� 
and governors for their hard work and commitment, and to parents/carers for their on-going support. 

You will have seen from my recent correspondence that we have had a great deal of external review this year. I commissioned the local 
authority to undertake a full safeguarding audit, and agreed to a request from Ofsted to host a pilot inspection under the forthcoming 
new framework. It is vitally important that parents/carers and governors get objective overviews of how the school is performing. It also 
gives us good feedback and informs planning for further developments and improvements.  Everyone will, I am sure, be pleased by the 
very positive �ndings of both the local authority and Ofsted. 

We also have audits of our �nancial performance with three visits from an independent accountant as ‘responsible o�cer’, and an 
annual external audit. The outcomes of these reviews are shared with governors and the �ndings con�rm strong performance in this 
important area of managing school’s �nances.

As always at this time of year, we have a number of sta� leaving us. We wish them all well. There are new sta� joining in September and 
some internal changes. I will explain these next term.

This edition of Prospect is the �rst that we will not be sending out by post. As much as I like everyone having a copy of the newsletter 
(especially if I’m all over it!), we have responded to requests from both the school eco-council and some members of the community. 
Putting Prospect on the website for viewing is more environmentally and �nancially sustainable. Thank you for the suggestion. 

Our key priorities for school development next year are very similar to this academic year:

If you have any thoughts on these, or any aspect of what we do, please let me know. 

I hope you all have a fabulous summer. For those families leaving us, good luck and please stay in touch. For those of you coming back 
or joining us next term, rest well and then �re up the engines; it’s going to be another really fun, exciting and successful year. 

High-quality
safeguarding

Happy, healthy, 
successful students

Happy, healthy,
successful sta�

High quality of
education

High-quality leadership
at all levels

High-quality provision 
for disadvantaged
students

High-quality provision
for those with special
educational needs

Robust �nancial
management

High-quality
professional
development for sta�

High-quality sixth form

Nigel Gri�ths
Headteacher



During the first two weeks of June, JKHS students and staff were 
delighted to welcome two teachers from our Ugandan partner school, 
Kisiki College, Namutumba. Jenipher (deputy head) and Rita (teacher of 
English) enjoyed spending time in lower school lessons helping students 
see themselves as global citizens and teaching them about life in rural 
Uganda. Students were fascinated to learn about the similarities and 
differences between JKHS and Kisiki College.  Jen and Rita also met with 
VI form students who are hoping to travel to Uganda with the school next
summer. 

Whilst in Ross, Jen and Rita also visited many of our partner primary schools (who also have 
partnerships with schools in Namutumba). It was a very busy schedule with time also spent with 
local churches, charitable organisations, including Hope Support, Ross Lions and Ross Rotary, 
and meeting the newly-appointed Mayor, Jane Roberts. Jen and Rita were also very happy to 
receive football kit donated by Ross Juniors. They reflected on the many projects that have 
borne fruit since the link started over 25 years ago and thanked everyone involved for
the lasting friendship and support. Mr Griffiths commented:  

John Kyrle High School was delighted to welcome Helmut and 
Rita Münzel from Betzdorf in Germany.  As well as working on the 
town twinning programme, they also represent our partner school 
and have previously organised the continental end of the
school-exchange programme.  

They took time to meet with and answer questions from around 
30 of our students who are learning German and to learn how the 
British school system operates.  

They also took the opportunity to renew friendships among staff 
and students who have taken part in previous exchanges and  
were able to discuss how we could develop and improve links 
with Betzdorf in the future. We look forward to seeing those links 
blossom!
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“It is always a great pleasure to welcome visitors from 
Kisiki. Jen and Rita, like all visitors before them, are 
fantastic ambassadors for their school. They  enrich our 
community with their professionalism and friendship.”

UGANDA Visitors

GERMAN EXCHANGE



Boccia is a paralympic sport similar to bowls that is practised 
by many different countries. It is a really gripping sport played 
in just under ten minutes by people of all abilities.

Archie Eaton, a sixth form student at John Kyrle has been playing boccia 
for eight years, winning four medals since 2015 (one gold, one silver and 
two bronze).

“My first experience of boccia was with Forest Pulse, a charity that runs 
events and sessions for people like me,” Archie told us. 

“I then joined a local boccia club, which gave me the opportunity to watch 
the paralympics in London in the process! I eventually ended up running 
the club. I also go to the Cotswold Crusaders boccia club in Cheltenham 
where I have been a member for four years as well as the Gloucester 
Gladiators Academy which is on the boccia England Talent Pathway and 
once my classification is made international, I will be eligible to go on to join 
the England Team. I have also participated in the BE Cup this year 
(nationals tournament) where I am currently 4th in the country and after 
winning a bronze, I have qualified for the finals in May.”
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Sporting
Achievements

At the recent Hereford schools athletics trials, held at 
Hereford leisure centre, 21 of John Kyrle’s young 
athletes were successful in gaining a place in the district 
athletics squad, which competed at the Hereford and 
Worcester County Schools Championships in 
Worcester.

Notable performances came from athletes who won their 
individual events, including Dylan Menhennet (shot and 
discus), Faith Robbins (1500m) who won her race by 17 
seconds, Ben Deards (javelin), Annie Salter (triple jump), 
Stuart Jameson (javelin), George Harrhy (high jump and 
second in the 100m), Shannon Williams (800m) and Olly 
Marfell (discus).

Other pupils who qualified for the county finals include 
Neve Puxty (discus), Riley Lloyd (100m and triple jump), 
Emma Smith (1500m), Curtis Williams (discus), Poppy 
Godwin (shot), Emily Hayes (1500m), Jake Ashly (800m 
and 1500m), Ellie Murrell (200m), Grace Mansfield (300m), 
Ben Goodwin (javelin),Kai Harris (long jump), Emily Jarvis 
(shot) and Amie Stringer (triple jump).

DISTRICT
ATHLETICS
SUCCESS for student

Archie Eaton

Boccia
Sucess

Archie is pictured with
Nigel Griffiths, headteacher.



Competitors are pictured above with headteacher, Nigel Griffiths, Claire Godwin and Chris Godwin

On Saturday 8th June, 20 athletes from John Kyrle represented Hereford District Schools at the annual 
Hereford and Worcester County Schools Athletics Championships in Worcester.
Five medals were won by John Kyrle pupils, despite all the athletes having to compete in torrential rain and high winds. Dylan Menhennet 
started the ball rolling in the junior boys’ hammer, becoming County Champion with a throw of 51m 32cms and in doing so, smashing the old 
championship hammer record by over 12 metres!

George Harrhy became a double county champion, winning both a gold in the inter-boys high jump, clearing a height of 1m 70cms and gold 
in the 400m hurdles, finishing in a time of 65.00 seconds. The final two medals were won in the inter-girls‘ shot, with Poppy Godwin claiming 
silver, with a throw of 8m 80cms, and Emily Jarvis the bronze with a throw of 8m 69cms.

As a result of their excellent performances, Dylan, George and Poppy were selected to represent Hereford and Worcester at the Mason Trophy 
Inter-Counties schools’ Championships on Saturday 15th June at The Alexander Stadium in Birmingham. Dylan achieved the required standard 
and gained a place at the English Schools’ Track and Field Cup in the summer.
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To update you on her rugby career, she was selected for an England camp earlier in the year. She was to play 
for North Midlands at senior level and had the honour of being captain for one of those matches. As Jasmine 
is only 17 she had to have special dispensation from the RFU to play at senior level.
 
Jasmine took her A levels in, history, geography and geology.  She plans to go to Cardiff University to study Politics 
and International Relations.

JASMINe GIBBONS



The tournament was run in two pools, with five games 
to be played in each pool. John Kyrle made a flying 
start to the tournament with a dominant defensive 
display that kept their opponents Cleve in their own 
half for the entire match.

Impressive rucking from Ellie Murrell saw plenty of 
turnover ball for John Kyrle and a 30-0 win was the end 
result, with a brace of tries from Zoe Whitehouse and 
tries from Megan Willis Carr, Ellie Murrell, Ronie 
Thomas and Honor Verney.

A local derby followed against Five Acres High School and, with neither side able to 
break the deadlock, a 0-0 result was fair. Ronie Thomas and Jasmine Heenan both 
made try-saving tackles to keep a defensive clean sheet for JK.

The High School for Girls were John Kyrle’s next opponents and, as they could not 
field a full side, this match was played as a sevens game. The opposition’s pace 
proved too much for John Kyrle and a 0-15 defeat followed, despite some fearsome 
tackling by the whole team.

Churchdown School provided stiff competition, 
however tries from Bethan Davies, Ellie, Honor and 
Ronie gave Ross a 20-0 victory.

The final pool game was against a powerful St Bede’s 
team but by then John Kyrle were in full flow, with Zoe 
using her pace to score two more impressive tries from 
the wing. Captain, Poppy Godwin, crashed over for her 
first try of the day, as did Molly Sheridan and Ronie 
made her total up to three tries for the day with a great 
solo effort.

Thanks to their committed tackling, John Kyrle finished 
second in their pool playing some very impressive rugby 
along the way.

John Kyrle’s scrum half Zoe Whitehouse took home the 
Spirit of Rugby award, which was presented by Susie 
Appleby, ex-England scrum half and Head coach of 
Gloucester-Hartpury WRFC.
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Kingsholm
John Kyrle’s U15 girls’ rugby team was invited to play in the U15 10 a-side girls festival at Kingsholm stadium. This was 
the second time they had been invited to play in this well-supported festival and it was a fantastic opportunity for the girls 
to experience playing at such a prestigious ground.
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This year was one of our biggest ever.  We 
had 180 revision sessions (that’s 270 hours!) 
for GCSE, AS and A-Level students, run by 
over 40 staff.  There were sessions in English, 
maths, history, geography, music, food tech, 
textiles, art, sociology, ICT, business, child 
development, physics, chemistry, biology, 
geology, French, German, Spanish and many 
more.
 
Nearly 80% of our Year 11 GCSE students 
were in for at least one session, along with 
dozens of sixth formers.
 
Easter school is popular with students, staff 
and parents.  It’s different from term-time – 
there’s no school uniform, it’s a bit more 
laid-back (there were plenty of donuts in 
evidence!) and yet there’s a purposeful 
atmosphere.  It’s a good model for revision 
for the rest of the Easter break.  

It encourages students to revise effectively – 
for example to plan their work around a good, 
balanced structure which includes breaks, 
treats and relaxation time. Revision is 
important but our message is to work hard 
yet always to keep it in perspective.
 
School trustees visited Easter school and 
were impressed with the energy, focus and 
determination of the students and the 
commitment of the staff.  They expressed 
their thanks to the teachers, as have parents.
 
This is the 18th running of Easter school, it is 
a long-established, popular and effective part 
of the school year now.  It helped students in 
2018 achieve fantastically well.  GCSE 
outcomes were above average and A-level 
results placed the school in the top 5% 
nationally. This led to Herefordshire local 
authority writing to Mr Griffiths, headteacher, 
to congratulate the school.  

The letter thanked Mr Griffiths for his work in 
improving the life chances for the students in 
his care.  Easter school plays a big part in 
helping JKHS students be Happy, Healthy & 
Successful.

Easter
School



Over 200 students and staff met at school for the annual Year 11 Dinner and Dance or, as 
it’s more commonly called, the Prom. It has become a tradition, over the years, for 
students to arrive in novel ways and to have the opportunity for red-carpet treatment at 
school before heading off by vintage bus to the Chase Hotel.
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Arriving in Style for the
John Kyrle High School
Year 11 Prom… 
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Students made their arrivals and red-carpet 
entrances inside the school grounds – just 
outside the main hall/gallery area, watched 
by a large assembly of parents, carers, 
younger students and onlookers from the 
town.  Amongst the notable vehicles which 
brought students were a tractor, two 
limousines, several Ferraris, Porsches and a 
bright orange McClaren supercar. There was 
also a Green Goddess military fire engine!

The 2019 Prom King and Queen were 
announced after the final arrivals.  The 
winners this year, as voted for by the 
students, were Prom King, Finlay Fletcher 
and Prom Queen, Izzy Tucker.  Finlay and 
Izzy then led the procession of students 
down to the vintage buses for the ride to the 
Chase Hotel.

After the dinner, Mr Griffiths paid tribute to 
the Year 11 students in a well-received 
speech. He thanked them for their 
contributions to John Kyrle since they began 
in 2014 and noted their academic progress, 
successful participation in sport, the arts and 
fundraising activities. Mr Griffiths went on to 
wish them all the best as they prepared for 
their final GCSE exams and said he was 
looking forward to seeing many students 
returning to the sixth form in September.

As head of year, Mr Penny then spoke about the privilege of working with and observing the class of 2019 grow into the fine young people they 
are today, before handing the microphone to three students: Dom Croad, Bayley Brown and Elin Havard who, in turn, shared anecdotes and 
reminiscences from a student’s perspective.  They thanked Mr Griffiths, Mr Penny and all the staff for the support given to the students during 
their time at JKHS.  A range of awards was given out including those who excelled in sport, music and also to the student who was most likely 
to be prime minister or become a millionaire. The evening concluded with a disco. Mr Griffiths said that, once again, his pupils were a credit to 
their parents, the school and the town. 



www.jkhs.org.uk9

Students made their arrivals and red-carpet 
entrances inside the school grounds – just 
outside the main hall/gallery area, watched 
by a large assembly of parents, carers, 
younger students and onlookers from the 
town.  Amongst the notable vehicles which 
brought students were a tractor, two 
limousines, several Ferraris, Porsches and a 
bright orange McClaren supercar. There was 
also a Green Goddess military fire engine!

The 2019 Prom King and Queen were 
announced after the final arrivals.  The 
winners this year, as voted for by the 
students, were Prom King, Finlay Fletcher 
and Prom Queen, Izzy Tucker.  Finlay and 
Izzy then led the procession of students 
down to the vintage buses for the ride to the 
Chase Hotel.

After the dinner, Mr Griffiths paid tribute to 
the Year 11 students in a well-received 
speech. He thanked them for their 
contributions to John Kyrle since they began 
in 2014 and noted their academic progress, 
successful participation in sport, the arts and 
fundraising activities. Mr Griffiths went on to 
wish them all the best as they prepared for 
their final GCSE exams and said he was 
looking forward to seeing many students 
returning to the sixth form in September.

As head of year, Mr Penny then spoke about the privilege of working with and observing the class of 2019 grow into the fine young people they 
are today, before handing the microphone to three students: Dom Croad, Bayley Brown and Elin Havard who, in turn, shared anecdotes and 
reminiscences from a student’s perspective.  They thanked Mr Griffiths, Mr Penny and all the staff for the support given to the students during 
their time at JKHS.  A range of awards was given out including those who excelled in sport, music and also to the student who was most likely 
to be prime minister or become a millionaire. The evening concluded with a disco. Mr Griffiths said that, once again, his pupils were a credit to 
their parents, the school and the town. 



Science club aims to broaden pupils’ knowledge and interest 
within all areas of science through hands-on practical 
experiences and engaging demonstrations.

Pupils year 7 and 8, attend science club on a Wednesday 
lunchtime in room 3 where they are greeted by Mr Dennis and 
Miss Oliver who take them through a simple scientific 
investigation.  

Previous experiments have included: making a lava lamp; 
having a jelly baby scream; being a forensic scientist; 
designing balloon rockets and creating bath bombs, to name 
just a few!

In future, Mr Dennis aims to give students the experience of 
having hands like King Kong; as well as enabling students to 
complete a CREST Award in order to inspire the next 
generation to think and behave like scientists and engineers.
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Club

Punishment

H I S T O R Y  P R O J E C T
JKHS students work with police

In addition to this, Year 10 students were able to 
find out about the recruitment process for a career 
within the police. Students who are interested in 
this career path said they were...

“amazed at the variety of 
careers that are available 
within the police force.”

Year 10 students at John Kyrle were lucky enough 
to receive a visit from a serving Police Officer, PC 
Mollie Grice. She talked to students about her role 
as a serving officer, as well as her previous work 
within Special Branch and Counter Terrorism. 

This talk from a modern-day police officer 
connected with the history GCSE topic, Crime and 
Punishment, where students are expected to 
analyse the changes in policing over the last 200 
years. Students felt the talk...

“really clarified the 
progression of the police 
force over time”
and that...

“the role of a modern day
police officer was really
informative.”

Crime &

- Marie Curie

“NOTHING IN LIFE IS TO BE
FEARED, IT IS ONLY TO BE

UNDERSTOOD. NOW IS THE
TIME TO UNDERSTAND

MORE, SO THAT WE
MAY FEAR LESS.”



Mr Roberts is a leading liver transplant and pancreas 
surgeon from Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham.  He 
explained to students what he did and how he and his team 
perform complex surgery.  Mr Roberts gave a fascinating 
insight into NHS processes, the advances in medical care 
and how his own extensive research feeds into that. 

He also set out how he came from a working-class 
background, with no family history of people working as 
doctors, and attended his local comprehensive school in 
North Wales. His message was that you can achieve 
anything in life if you work hard and believe in yourself.  He 
described how he had qualified as a doctor, then a surgeon, 
and had spent several years working as part of the air 
ambulance service and how important teamwork was in that 
role and in his current surgical specialism.

His advice was to look after people as you rose towards 
your goal in life, and be humble when you got there. He gave 
examples from his own field of eminent surgeons who had 
done exactly that.

Mr Roberts then had lunch with a smaller group of students, all of whom were 
interested in careers in medicine, nursing, midwifery or similar.  Topics 
covered ranged from the practicalities of Mr Roberts’ work to medical ethics 
and he gave advice to students on work experience in medicine ahead of their 
applications to university.

This was a great opportunity for students to hear from, and ask questions of, 
someone who is at the forefront of a highly-skilled profession, and students 
expressed their thanks to Mr Roberts for taking the time to come and speak to 
them.

Mr Roberts gave JKHS his time as part of the Speakers for Schools scheme,  
set up by journalist Robert Peston. Over 1,000 leading public figures from 
many walks of life give their time freely to come and speak to school students. 
Operational headteacher, David Boyd, said that he was delighted that JKHS 
students had benefitted from the scheme, and he hoped that the school would 
be able to welcome other speakers as part of the programme in the future.
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Queen Elizabeth
Hospital Birmingham 
Charity

JKHS sixth form students welcomed 
leading surgeon Mr Keith Roberts on 
Wednesday 8th May. 

QE Surgeon
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The winners - KS3
First: Grace Jones, Yr 8 
Second: Violet Hill, Yr 7 
Third: Will Kelsall , Yr 7

KS4/5
First: Rose Brennan, Yr 12 
Second: Olivia Margrett, Yr 10
Joint Third: Thomas Bennett, Yr 12, Flynn Piper, Yr 12
Highly Commended: George Spiers, Yr 10

This year all students were invited to enter the inaugural JKHS poetry competition. The theme was ‘Windows’ and students were free to interpret this is 
any way they wished. There were some really fabulous entries and the judging panel of Mrs Russell, Ms Kelly and Mrs Moore had a hard task choosing 
the winners. But choose they did and here’s the list of our very deserving winners...

The writer Neil Gaiman once said,

Safe to say, our world has certainly been made brighter by our students' 
creativity and their poems.

“The world always seems brighter when you've just 
made something that wasn't there before.”

JKHS Poetry Competition


