
Year 7 literacy and numeracy catch-up premium 
 

The school allocation for the academic year 2018-19 was £20,283.  
 
Summary of Key Strategies 2018-19: 
 
Literacy: 
Accelerated Reader programme for Year 7 students.  
 
From 2018-19 we have invested in the Accelerated Reader scheme.  This was used 
with all of Year 7 initially. A specialist librarian, resources and curriculum time were 
all used to ensure the programme was effective with all learners, including those 
with the most challenging literacy issues.   
 
One hour per week was given over to reading for all.  This ensures all students have 
access to the full curriculum.  Weaker readers often have not experienced a reading 
culture at home, so our aim is to employ a strategy which will disproportionately 
help them by ensuring that they always have access to an appropriate, engaging 
book to read. The library was expanded and a wide range of suitable books were 
purchased.   
 
Numeracy: 
Year 7, sets 4 and 5, were given a numeracy test to complete in their regular maths 
lessons. The results were analysed and students who were deemed to be not 
“secondary ready” with their numeracy skills were placed on the intervention list. 

 
The results of this 'cold test' were recorded and the selected students (16 in total) 
began the intervention programme. Students were given an 8-session booklet and 
worked through it with the support of a maths teacher. The sessions were split into 
3 parts: a warm up, a practice and an extension (which not all students would 
reach). 

 
 
Expenditure 2018-19: 
 

 Teaching assistant phonics/spelling (salary part funded) £3000 

 TLR for whole-school literacy co-ordinator to oversee Accelerated Reader and 
act as the champion for it £1500 

 Librarian (salary part funded) £5450 

 Accelerated Reader programme cost (1 year) £3242 
 



 Texts for Accelerated Reader programme (part-funded) £2500 

 Teaching Assistant – Numeracy (salary part funded) £5040 
 
Impact of Intervention Strategies 2018-19: 
 
Numeracy: 
A review test of the topics covered in the sessions to date was completed to analyse 
progress. The data showed a clear improvement in the progress of the students 
undertaking the intervention, with an average of 12% uplift in these topics, 
comparing before and after tests. Maths staff have noticed an increase in 
confidence in most students who are on the intervention programme, we are able 
to tackle more of the problem solving questions in class as their basic numeracy 
skills allow them to access the questions with greater ease. 
 
Literacy: 

Accelerated Reader progress: 

Results were pleasing.  The cohort showed a gain of just under one year in their 
reading age, pre-test to post-test.  Similar results were seen with a specific group of 
disadvantaged learners, with 0.9 of a year gained on average. Boys also showed a 
noticeable gain of just under one year in reading age on average.  
 
Engagement with the new programme has been good. 
 
Summary of the catch-up focus for 2019/20 
 
The funding for 2019/20 is estimated to be £19,000.The school will continue with 
the successful strategies used in 2018/19, including: 
 

 Accelerated Reader programme has rolled through into Y8.  We plan to 
continue with this into Year 9 as well in 2020/21 
 

 Intensive number-skills booster programme for numeracy. 


