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Welcome to the first Prospect of the new academic year. 

As you can see, we had a busy and successful summer term. We have built on this with a positive start to 
the new school year. Students in Year 7 have settled in well, as have those in Year 12.  Many students 
joined us from schools across Herefordshire, Gloucestershire and the Forest of Dean.

Our continued success with examination outcomes has been shared with the community through our 
website and press releases. Standards and qualifications matter. They provide a passport to the next stage 
of education, training or employment. At John Kyrle we strive to meet parental expectations for academic 
success, underpinned by strong teaching and a supportive pastoral and welfare systems. This is all 
carefully balanced with education beyond the classroom. Students enjoy themselves through trips, visits 
and listening to guest speakers. These experiences allow them to shape their character; learn about life 
and become well-rounded citizens of the future. Some of these extra-curricular activities are highlighted in 
Prospect. It all fits within our Happy, Healthy, Successful mantra. 

I remain indebted to my staff, governors, parents/carers and community groups for their continued support 
in allowing students to have such wide-ranging and enjoyable experiences. 

Many of you will know that we are increasingly communicating trips, visits and forthcoming events using 
social media. If you have not already done so, please follow us on Twitter and/or our Facebook pages by 
searching for @johnkyrlehigh. Please let us know what you think. As I have said before, you pay our
wages! 

Enjoy Prospect and enjoy the Rugby World Cup. Guess who I drew in the staff sweepstake? 
Russia. Whoop! Whoop!

Nigel Griffiths
Headteacher
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Children and Families Directorate 

 
 

27th August 2019   

Dear Nigel and Denise, 
 

 
 
I am writing to congratulate John Kyrle High School - pupils, parents and carers, staff, 
governors and all who contribute to the work of the school for another set of excellent A 
level results which once again saw John Kyrle performing at well above the national 
average pass rate.

The results provide recognition to the hard work that leaders, staff and pupils have put in 
over the past two years

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
CHRIS BAIRD
DIRECTOR FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

 

 

Chris Baird, Director
01432 260264
cbaird@herefordshire.gov.uk

FAO: Headteacher & Chair of Governors
John Kyrle High School,
Ledbury Road,
Ross On Wye,
Herefordshire,
HR9 7ET

Please ask for:
Direct Line / Extension:

E-mail:
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Staff and governors at John Kyrle are 
pleased with the performance of 
students across a range of subjects at 
GCSE. At a time when a number of 
schools are restricting their curriculum 
offer, John Kyrle students attained well 
above the national average in sciences, 
technology, art, RE, business studies, 
geography and PE. Students could 
choose from French, German and 
and/or Spanish, with progress in 
modern foreign languages being above 
expectations. Together with 64% of 
pupils passing English and 
mathematics, students continue to do 
well in the demanding English 
Baccalaureate. Similar results in this 
measure over the past three years have 
been significantly above the national 
average.

More subjects than last year saw pupils gain the 
highest grade of 9. These include English 
language, English literature, maths, French, 
Spanish, science, PE, art, geography and 
technology.

Headteacher, Nigel Gri�ths, said he is delighted 
for his students, particularly given the national 
background of a signi�cant variation in GCSE 
outcomes. He is extremely grateful to his sta� 
and governors for their hard work and 
commitment. Mr Gri�ths also wanted to give 
credit to the parents and carers of Year 11 
students for their support. He said attendance at 
consultation evenings and parental monitoring 
of homework had been very high. He and his sta� 
appreciate the level of support shown to the 
students and the school.

Chair of governors, Denise Strutt, joined 
students, parents and sta� at school and saw 
people’s delight when they opened their results. 
Ms Strutt said that, together with last week’s 
A-level results, this performance at GCSE 
evidenced the school’s continued focus upon 
academic excellence within a broad and 
balanced curriculum.

Continued GCSE
Success at John
Kyrle High School

Results Days
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John Kyrle’s record of exceptional 
performance at A level continues. The 
school had 60% of grades at A*-B and 
85% at A*-C. These outcomes are well 
above national averages, and are within 
a context of higher grades falling 
nationally.  The overall pass rate was 
99.5%. John Kyrle maintains its position 
in the top 5% of schools and colleges in 
the country for A-level performance.

Headteacher, Nigel Griffiths, congratulated his 
students on their success. He also thanked 
parents and trustees for their support. He said 
these results endorsed the continued view of 
Ofsted that the sixth form at John Kyrle is 
Outstanding. 

Students will leave John Kyrle to read courses at 
universities across the country. These include 
Oxford, Cambridge, Warwick, Bristol, Swansea, 
Cardiff, Reading and Exeter. Students will read 
subjects including maths, law, veterinary 
science, natural sciences, economics, English 
literature, history, geography, physics, forensic 
archaeology and physiotherapy. One student, a 
first for John Kyrle, will read aviation and airport 
management. Several students will be taking up 
apprenticeships, including two in accountancy.

Outstanding
A-Level Results
at John Kyrle
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Outstanding hammer thrower, Dylan Menhennet, has recently 
enjoyed further success at the English Schools Championship. He 
cemented his position as UK number one in the event for his age 
group with a personal best throw of 55.48m. 

He told the Ross Gazette:  

On the day of the competition I had very little sleep from the 
pressure of expectations. At the comp we were delayed before my 
event so we started to get nervous. My coach, Andrew Compton, 
came to support me and helped calm me down and made sure my 
warm-up throws went smoothly. My first throw was 44m – I knew 
this would allow me into the top eight for all six throws. On my 2nd 
throw I reached 50.66m which proved to be my best of the day and 
got me the gold. It was the proudest moment of my life to be 
awarded the gold medal on the podium of Alexandra stadium, 
wearing the Hereford and Worcester colours in front of all 
spectators and athletes. I’d like to thank everyone at John Kyrle for 
supporting me and for giving me the opportunity to compete in 
such a big event, especially Mr Griffiths and Mrs Godwin.

Two rugby players from John Kyrle High School have recently 
gained selection for the U18 Gloucester-Hartpury WRFC Centre 
of Excellence. This is a national RFU programme for developing 
U18 players in England. The Programme focuses on individual 
player development, with an emphasis on future potential.

Poppy Godwin and Ellie Murrell, who are both 15 and play their 
rugby at Cinderford RFC, were invited to an assessment day at 
Hartpury College in August. This included a series of rugby-skills 
carousels and assessment tasks. As a result of their selection 
they will now be offered between 8-10 hours per month of rugby 
skills, gym work and performance analysis all based at Hartpury 
College. 

Ross pupils’

success for Dylan

More

Rugby success

Sporting Achievements
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at John Kyrle

International Netball

On Wednesday 3rd July, John Kyrle 
High School hosted Crescent Town 
Rebels, a Canadian youth netball team 
who were visiting the UK on a sports 
tour.

The Rebels are a team that John Kyrle 
have built strong links with, thanks to 
their regular International sports tours 
to Canada over the past eight years. 
When visiting Toronto the players have 
always received a warm welcome. 

The netball match with only three goals 
in it at the end, a narrow 12-9 victory 
for the home side. Several positional 
changes from both teams resulted in 
some excellent interceptions and kept 
the game close until the very end. 

After the match, JKHS captain Neve 
Puxty thanked Paula Fenlon from AIP 
for putting on a wonderful buffet which 
both sets of players enjoyed and gifts 
were exchanged by the players to 
remember their trip to Ross-On-Wye.
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50 students and 5 members of staff travelled on an 11hr flight to 

Cape Town, South Africa to experience, for many, a once in a 

life time trip. You hear many things said about Africa and this 

continent and this country now holds a special place in 

everyone’s hearts who were lucky enough to tour with us. 

The journey started experiencing the sights (and glorious sights they were) 

and sounds and the thrills that Cape Town had to o�er. From tobogganing on 

arrival, just to wake us up! Then zip lining across the gorges in the Elgin Valley 

– this was followed by catching a Rugby Game in Newlands stadium. 

Pupils got a taste of the tumultuous history of South Africa on a visit to the 

infamous Robben Island, being guided round by a man who had spent time in 

the prison for his political opposition to apartheid.   

After competitive rugby and netball �xtures at a local school with after match 

hospitality which embodied African culture, we then spent our last day touring 

round the rest of the Cape of Good Hope. 

On leaving Cape Town to visit the rural Goedgedacht trust, everyone’s hearts 

were melted by the pre-school pupils who we visited, all supported by the 

work of the trust. More competitive �xtures followed and more hospitality and 

dancing were the order of the day! 

To �nish we visited the Aquila Game reserve to try and catch sight of the big 5, 

we managed 4 but had an amazing time to �nish the best trip ever.

John Kyrle

Tour

Talking to someone last night about JKHS trip to South Africa and 
asking how their grandson got on (Jack), who thoroughly enjoyed the 
trip. But the one thing that made me proud to be part of the School was 
that the one team they played had no rugby boots and played bare 
footed, our team apparently played carefully not stamp on them during 
the game with boots on, but following the game a number of our 
students donated their boots to this team, what a great thing to do.
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Dear Headteacher,
I have recently returned from a trip to South Africa. On Sunday , I was on the same boat to Robben Island as your students and I just 
wanted to say what an absolute credit they are to your school. They were polite , considerate, attentive and looked so smart in their 
outfits. They paid attention to the lady doing the safety demo on the boat whilst another separate group of tourists talked all through 
it. They came across as a totally delightful group of young people. Often our youngsters get a bit of a hard press ,hence I just wanted 
to share how impressed both my husband and I were with the whole group. What a credit they are to you , your staff , the school and 
themselves. Best Wishes, Irene Stone
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Sports
Day

John Kyrle
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Nigel Griffiths was able to share with Jesse examination 
success in the summer, the continued strong number of 
pupils joining the school and plans for future capital 
expansion. They also discussed school funding and 
standards across Herefordshire. Jesse was also keen to 
hear about Nigel’s work as the Ofsted ambassador for the 
West Midlands and his thoughts on the new Ofsted 
framework.
 
Jesse then met with a group of sixth-form students for an 
interesting question and answer session. The opening 
question, much to everyone’s surprise, was not about 
Brexit but rather why we should take an interest in Adam 
Smith, the pioneering 18th century economist. Further 
questions were on Brexit, the US trade deal, subsidies for 
young people using public transport, VAT on solar panels 
and the changes to the voting age. All present agreed it 
was a very interesting discussion.
 
Jesse Norman said that it is always a delight to visit John 
Kyrle and to hear about the school’s continued progress. 
Jesse congratulated  the school on its examination 
outcomes over time, including another very strong A- level 
performance this year. He said the students he met were, 
as always, well informed, interested and their questions 
kept him on his toes!

On Friday afternoon, Jesse Norman, MP, Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury, met with Headteacher, Nigel Griffiths, at 
John Kyrle. The aim of Jesse’s visit was to hear about 
developments at the school and to meet with and take 
questions from a selection of sixth-form students.

Jesse Norman, MP, with John Kyrle Sixth Form students’

Local MP Visit
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Year 12 students visited Bosworth Battlefield on a 
rather chilly day in June. Despite the weather, students 
soon warmed up as a result of taking part in a workshop 
of sword fighting and archery. They proved themselves 
worryingly adept to the medieval arts of war!

Following this, students embarked on a tour of the 
battlefield, learning about the interpretations surrounding 
the location and events of the famous battle which brought 
the Tudor family to power. They then experienced an 
exhibition charting the history of warfare in Britain with an 
opportunity to try on the armour, which proved difficult to 
get off!

The day trip coincided perfectly with the Year 13 Rebellion 
and Disorder unit of the History A-level. It proved both 
insightful and informative with students commenting on the 
passion and enthusiasm they now have for studying the 
Tudors. 

Bosworth
Castle
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In July, we went to Northern France for three nights. We stayed in 

‘Château de Broutel’ in Rue, which was a chateau in large 

grounds, with its own lake. Our �rst day was just as enjoyable as 

the rest with tours, games and the chateau Olympics. On 

Saturday, we went to the French market and bought lots of 

essentials (only if you count matching bracelets and key rings and 

other accessories as essentials!) using the French that we had 

learned in Year 7. 

Over the weekend, we went to a chocolate factory, a bakery 

where we learnt how to make bread and croissants, a snail farm 

where we looked at, held and even tasted them, and much more! 

We loved the roller coasters at park Astérix even the long queues 

for them. 

There was so many di�erent rides that there was always one we 

wanted to go on. It was so much fun and everyone had a great 

time, even the bus journeys were full of fun with sing alongs and 

jokes along the way. It’s surprising how much you can do with 70 

kids in 4 days! 

France 2019 was amazing for both the sta� and the children 

involved and we had such a good time. 

We of course would love to thank all the teachers involved 

making our time amazing! Especially Mrs Bolt for organising it and 

for putting up with all of us for nearly a week. Thank you for a trip 

to remember.

Ellie Stevens and Hazel Needham Church, 8O

France
Northern

Year 7

Trip
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Eva has a particular connection to John Kyrle as both her 
grandsons currently attend school in Years 10 and 12 
respectively. Both Otto and Felix were present, alongside 400 
other students, to hear from Eva about her harrowing experiences 
in Nazi Germany and Occupied France. She and her family 
suffered immensely, being held in a variety of concentration 
camps in horrific conditions. Eva and her older sister Miriam 
survived the war and were able to reunite in England with her 
father. Tragically, her mother and eldest sister were both killed at 
Auschwitz. 

Eva’s one hour talk over two days took us through her 
experiences in depth, alongside an underlying message of hope, 
collective spirit, unconditional love and standing up for others. 
Students listened intensely and engaged fully with the process, 
with many coming up to speak with Eva personally following the 
talk. Although emotions were raw, students left optimistic for the 
future as a result of Eva’s survival and subsequent life, which saw 
her marry and extend her family (which now numbers 22 
members!). Eva herself described her current diverse family as her 
revenge on Hitler and the Nazis who sought to destroy her 
heritage and culture. 

We were exceptionally lucky to have been visited by Eva and hear 
such an inspirational story. It is an event that will live long in the 
students’ and teachers’ memories and provide an unrivalled 
enhancement of understanding in relation to the Holocaust. 

Trying to teach a subject like the Holocaust is a huge challenge, made 
harder by the passing of time. However, students at John Kyrle were 
treated to an amazing experience as we were visited by a witness to the 
Holocaust, Eva Mendelsonn.

Students learn from visit
of Holocaust survivor
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Students, parents and carers, former staff, community representatives and 
supporters of John Kyrle, joined headteacher, Nigel Griffiths, his staff and 
governors for the school’s annual prize-giving event on September 19th. 
The guest of honour was former student Dan Cox.

Chair of governors, Denise Strutt, welcomed everyone to the evening. She 
thanked parents ad carers for their continued trust in the school and said we 
would continue to do all we could to meet the expectations. 

Denise thanked the staff for their continued hard work and commitment to the
school. She also acknowledged the hard work of her fellow governors. 

Prize giving at JKHS

Diary Dates - Spring Term 2020 
6th Jan: TED - no students in school 

7th Jan: Spring term begins  

9th Jan: Year 11 Mock results and Parents’   
  evening 

13th—17th Jan: Yr 12 & 13 formal exams 

23rd Jan:  Yr 8 Parents’ evening 

31st Jan—2nd Feb: VI Form Physics trip to Cern 

13th Feb: JKHS Red Carpet Film premiere 

17th-20th Feb: History trip to Berlin 

17th—21 t Feb: Half-term 

 

 

 

 

27th Feb: Year 9 Options evening 

2nd—6th March: Year 11 mock exams 

5th March: Yr 13 Progress review 

12th March: Spring Concert 

13th March: Sport Relief mile 

16th-19th March: Yr 13 pre-public exams 

26th March: Year 11 Parents’ evening 

2nd April: Year 10 Parents’ evening 

6th-17th April: Easter Holidays 

6th-9th April: Easter school 

 

Monday 20th April—Summer term begins 

 
 
 

 
 

Dates may be subject to change. 
Please see the school calendar on our website: 

Www.jkhs.org.uk/news/calendar, for further details. 


